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Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties 
Addendum 

 

MIHP Number:  M: 20-21 

Property Name: Ward House/Belward Farm 
 
Property Address: 10425 Darnestown Road (MD 28), Rockville, Montgomery County 
 
RE:   Contributing and Non-Contributing Elements 

Previous Survey Efforts 

1974 and 1983:  Ward House/Belward Farm was surveyed twice by The Maryland-National 
Capital Park Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), but not evaluated for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP).  The 1983 survey form identified the surveyed area as 134.37 acres. 
 
1985:  M-NCPPC designated the site in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation because it is 
significant as an example of a high style, late nineteenth century farmstead.   
 
1996:  The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) determined the property eligible for 
the NRHP, and the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) concurred.  The evaluation described the 
house as a good example of a nineteenth century farmhouse ornamented with high Victorian 
design aesthetics.   
 
2008:  SHA created an Addendum to revise the NRHP-eligible boundary to 107 acres due to:  
(1) the sale of about 10 acres of the property at the northern end for the Mission Hills 
Subdivision in the 1990s and (2) development of about 17 acres at the eastern end of the property 
by Johns Hopkins University, the farm property’s current owner (see Attachment A).  MHT 
concurred with Ward House/Belward Farm’s continued NRHP eligibility (Criteria A and C) and 
new boundary on June 26, 2008.   
 
Brief Additional Historic Context 
 
The Ward House/Belward Farm is located in an area historically called Hunting Hill, located five 
miles west of Rockville and three miles south of Gaithersburg.  Published in 1879, The History 
of Montgomery County described Hunting Hill agriculture as yielding fair crops of wheat, corn, 
potatoes, and hay (Boyd, p. 132).  These crop plantings continued well into the twentieth 
century, dairy operations became increasingly important in this area and the rest of Montgomery 
County. 
 
Ignatius B. Ward acquired the property from James Heath and Mary C. Dodge in 1883 (Deed, 
Dodge to Ward, 1883), although he was already occupying the property.  Ward was Hunting 
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Hill’s first postmaster, appointed in 1872 (Maryland Historical Trust, 1979).  G. M. Hopkins’ 
1879 map identifies the store and post office at the southern end of the Ward House/Belward 
Farm property, and the 1880 population census identifies Ward as a merchant (Holt).   Ward 
constructed the current farmhouse; built in circa 1891, this may be the oldest element on the 
property.  It is likely the dairy barn, with its attached milk house and silos, was also built by him, 
sometime during the early twentieth century.  The 1900 population census lists him as both a 
merchant and farmer (Holt).  After Ignatius Ward died in 1909, the property was inherited by his 
wife, Elizabeth; after her death, the property was to be divided between their seven children, 
Beulah, Mercy, George, William, Frances, Porter, and Frank (Crawford, p. [3]).  It appears 
Elizabeth continued to live on the farm (contemporary newspaper notices), although it could not 
be confirmed if any of the children lived on or farmed the land after Ignatius’ death.   
 
It is likely, however, that the property continued to be farmed, at least by tenant farmers.  A Real 
Estate Atlas identifies the property as 140 acres owned by the heirs of I. B. Ward in 1917 (Deets 
and Maddox, 1917).  The three tenant houses at the east end of the property were constructed 
sometime between 1923 and 1944 (Rockville USGS topographic maps).   There was also another 
tenant house, located north of the three that still exist, that stood in 1908 (Rockville USGS 
topographic map) but was demolished.  It was common in Montgomery County for there to be at 
least one tenant house on a farm, occupied by a tenant farmer who worked on the farm on a 
yearly basis.  In addition to a house, he would receive a stipulated amount of food and firewood 
(Poole, p. 2).   
 
It is difficult to determine construction dates for most of the other built elements on the property; 
it is assumed many were built sometime during the first half of the twentieth century.  The 
farmstead is surrounded by former farm fields.  There are also mature shade trees located 
throughout the property, including along the driveway leading from Darnestown Road to the 
farmstead, at the farmstead itself, and along two swales at the northern section of farm fields.  
The property still has some wooded areas to the east where the tenant houses are located; 
historically the farmer would have gone into the woods to obtain wood for cooking, heating, and 
building materials (Poole, p. 3).   
 
The property was acquired by Elizabeth Bealle Banks, granddaughter of Ignatius Ward, in 1965 
(Deed, Ward [estate] to Banks), although she was likely already farming the property by the late 
1950s (Spivack, p. 2).  After Elizabeth Banks sold the property to Johns Hopkins University in 
1989, the university built a house for her that still stands today.  The wood fencing located 
throughout the property, as well as the walls at the Darnestown Road entrance, were built by the 
early 2000s.  Banks continued to live on and farm the property, raising black Angus cattle, 
(Spivack, p. 1) until the early 2000s. 
 
Significance Statement for Criterion A and Period of Significance 
 
In addition to Criterion C, the Ward House/Belward Farm is eligible under Criterion A as a 
historic district because it is a cohesive and good representative example of a late nineteenth to 
mid-twentieth century dairy farm in Montgomery County.  The farm played a role in the 
county’s success in the dairy industry during the first half of the twentieth century, contributing 
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to the area’s prosperity as an agricultural region.  In addition to the agricultural landscape itself, 
the property has numerous dairy farm buildings and objects that retain integrity, most notably its 
Victorian farmhouse, dairy barn with attached milk house and double silos, hay barn and stable, 
and tenant houses.   The Criterion A period of significance is from 1891 to 19691 for this well-
preserved dairy farm complex owned by Ignatius Ward and later his descendants, and farmed for 
over a century.   
 
Contributing and Non-Contributing Elements 
 
This Addendum identifies contributing and non-contributing elements of the Ward 
House/Belward Farm historic district and building, NRHP-eligible under Criteria A and C.  The 
property is located on 107 acres and has a period of significance from 1891 to 1969.  While the 
107 acre boundary includes the Hunting Hill Store and Post Office (M: 20-22) area, the elements 
described below do not include the boulder with a bronze maker (installed in 1995 by Elizabeth 
Banks to commemorate the site of the Hunting Hill store and post office) nor the mature trees 
that surround it.    
 
The following Ward House/Belward Farm elements are identified on the attached site plan (see 
Attachment B) and photographs (see Attachment C).  Elements present during the period of 
significance and retaining integrity are considered contributing to the Ward House/Belward Farm 
historic district: 
 

Ward House/Belward Farm Contributing (C) and Non-Contributing Elements (NC) 
# Element Estimated Build Year Integrity C/NC 
1 Farmhouse ca. 1891 Yes C 
2 Well house First half of the 20th century Yes C 
3 Former garage First half of the 20th century No (The building no 

longer looks like a garage.  
The garage door opening 
has been filled in and the 
exterior walls resided with 
vinyl) 

NC 

4 Dairy barn with 
attached milk house and 
double silos 

ca. early 20th century  Yes C 

5 Bell First half of the 20th  century Yes C 
6 Hand water pump  First half of the 20th century Yes C 
7 Two connected farm 

buildings 
First half of the 20th  century Yes C 

8 Gas tank First half of the 20th  century Yes C 
9 Hay barn and stable First half of the 20th century Yes C 
10 Equipment shed Northeast section:  First half of 

the 20th century  
No (Most of the shed has 
been demolished; only the 

NC 

                                                            
1 The end year for the period of significance is based on the common cultural resource management practice of 
lowering the age limit for NRHP eligibility from 50 years to 45 years to account for lead-time between the 
preparation of environmental documentation and actual project construction. 
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Ward House/Belward Farm Contributing (C) and Non-Contributing Elements (NC) 
# Element Estimated Build Year Integrity C/NC 

Two additions at the southwest 
elevation of the northeast 
section:  circa 1960s    
 

southwest addition 
remains) 

11 Barn First half of the 20th  century Yes C 
12 Chicken coop (?)  First half of the 20th  century Yes C 

13 Concrete trough First half of the 20th  century Yes C 
14 Concrete pad First half of the 20th  century No NC 
15 Modern residence  Circa 1990s Yes NC 
16 Generator enclosure First half of the 20th  century Yes C 
17 North tenant house Sometime between 1923 and 

1944  
Yes C 

18 North tenant house shed  Possibly sometime between 
1923 and 1944  

Yes C 

19 North tenant house hand 
water pump 

Possibly sometime between 
1923 and 1944  

Yes C 

20 Middle tenant house Sometime between 1923 and 
1944  

Yes C 

21 Middle tenant house 
garage 

Possibly sometime between 
1923 and 1944  

Yes C 

22 Middle tenant house 
well house 

Possibly sometime between 
1923 and 1944  

Yes C 

23 Middle tenant house 
shed 

Possibly sometime between 
1923 and 1944  

Yes C 

24 South tenant house Sometime between 1923 and 
1944  

Yes C 

25 South tenant house shed Possibly sometime between 
1923 and 1944  

Yes C 

26 Stone entrance walls 
and connected wood 
fencing  

Circa early 2000s Yes NC 

27 Farm land, including 
fields, mature trees, and 
wooded areas 

19th century Yes C 

28 Drive to the main 
farmstead  

Circa early 20th century Yes C 

29 Drive to the tenant 
houses 

Circa early 20th century Yes C 

 
Summary of findings: 
 
24  contributing elements 
  5  non-contributing elements 
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Photo Log  
MIHP#  M: 20-21 
Ward House/Belward Farm 
10425 Darnestown Road (MD 28) 
Rockville, Montgomery County, Maryland 
Photographer:  Christeen Taniguchi 
Date:  January 16 and July 18, 2014 
 

1 
 

 # Digital Image File Name Description of View 

1 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_01.tif View east at the farmhouse 

2 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_02.tif View south (from right to left) at the farmhouse, well 
house, and former garage  

3 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_03.tif View west at the well house to the left and former 
garage to the right  

4 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_04.tif View north at the dairy barn and attached double silos 

5 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_05.tif View west at the dairy barn with attached milk house 
and double silos, bell, and hand water pump 

6 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_06.tif View east at the two connected farm buildings 

7 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_07.tif View southeast at the two connected farm buildings 
with gasoline tank to the left 

8 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_08.tif View northeast at the hay barn and stable 

9 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_09.tif View west at the hay barn and stable 

10 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_10.tif Detailed view northwest at the southeast elevation of 
the hay barn and stable 

11 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_11.tif January 16, 2014 view north at the equipment shed 

12 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_12.tif July 18, 2014 view north at what remains of the 
equipment shed visible in the background 

13 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_13.tif  View east at a barn 

14 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_14.tif View northeast at the southeast section of the barn 

15 M; 20-21_2013-07-18_15.tif View east at the chicken coop (?) 

16 M; 20-21_2013-01-16_16.tif View east at the concrete trough and concrete pad 

17 M; 20-21_2013-01-16_17.tif View southeast at the modern residence 

18 M; 20-21_2013-07-18_18.tif View south at the generator enclosure 

19 M; 20-21_2013-07-18_19.tif View east at the north tenant house with its shed 
visible in the background to the right 

20 M; 20-21_2013-07-18_20.tif View east at the north tenant house shed  

21 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_21.tif View northwest at the north tenant house hand water 
pump 

22 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_22.tif View northeast at the middle tenant house, its 
associated well house, and the tenant houses’ drive 
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 # Digital Image File Name Description of View 

23 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_23.tif View northeast at the middle tenant house 

24 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_24.tif View west at the middle tenant house 

25 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_25.tif View west at the middle tenant house well house 

26 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_26.tif View east at the middle tenant house garage 

27 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_27.tif View southeast at the middle tenant house shed 

28 M; 20-21_2014-07-18_28.tif View north at the south tenant house, its associated 
shed, and the tenant houses’ drive 

29 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_29.tif View southeast from Muddy Branch Road at the farm, 
including the farmstead in the background 

30 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_30.tif View northeast from Darnestown Road towards the 
driveway, with the farmhouse visible in the 
background; the driveway entrance is flanked by 
stone entrance walls and wood fencing 

31 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_31.tif View northeast at the farmhouse, hay barn and stable, 
and dairy barn 

32 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_32.tif View northwest towards mature trees located 
northeast of the dairy barn with attached milk house 
and double silos 

33 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_33.tif View north at the southern portion of the farm fields, 
with the dairy barn and silos, and wood fencing 
visible to the right 

34 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_34.tif View north at the northern portion of the farm fields 
and wood fencing, taken from near the west side of 
the hay barn and stable; the mature trees lining a 
swale are visible in the background 

35 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_35.tif View northeast, with the hay barn and stable visible in 
the foreground and equipment shed in the background 

36 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_36.tif View northeast at the farm fields and wood fencing at 
the east side of the property; the farmhouse is visible 
in the background 

37 M; 20-21_2014-01-16_37.tif View east at the tenant houses, with farm fields at the 
east side of the property in the foreground 

 
Prints: 
Processing – RA-4 
Paper – Fujicolor Crystal Archive Professional Paper (Super Type CN) 
 
DVD-R Gold: 
Verbatim, UltraLife Gold, Metal Azo dye 
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MIHP Number:  M: 20-17 

Property Name: England/Crown Farm 
 
Property Address: 605 Steinbeck Avenue, Gaithersburg, Montgomery County  
 (Address is for the recently subdivided property with the Victorian 
 farmhouse, log house, and smokehouse)  
 
RE:   National Register of Historic Places Eligibility Reassessment and Boundary 
 Revision  

Previous Survey Efforts 

1974:  England/Crown Farm was surveyed by The Maryland-National Capital Park Planning 
Commission (M-NCPPC), but not evaluated for the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP).   
 
1985:  The M-NCPPC designated the site in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation because it 
is of significant value to the “cultural memory” of Montgomery County and because it is an 
example of a culturally significant Victorian dwelling with an architecturally worthy log house.  
In addition, the Commission stated the farm “possesses high artistic value” due to the intricate 
bracket work and cornice along its main façade. 
 
1996:  The Maryland State Highway Administration determined the property eligible for the 
NRHP under Criteria A and C, and the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) concurred.  The 
evaluation described the property as an intact and cohesive example of a small-scale dairy farm 
complex.  The owner’s move from a small, one-room log dwelling to the substantial and stylish 
Victorian farmhouse provides insight into the evolution of farm life from the early to mid-
nineteenth century into the late twentieth century, while the house itself is a well-preserved 
example of high Victorian vernacular building forms of the period.  The property is described as 
being approximately 47 acres, but there is no associated mapping. 
 
Recent Changes to the Property 

Mixed-use Development:  In recent years, the property was acquired for private mixed-use 
development to consist of townhouses, parks, woodlands, a high school, and retail space (see 
Attachment A).  Decoverly Drive was recently extended through former England/Crown Farm 
farm fields, along the southeast side of the farmstead  (see Attachment B, Photographs 22, 25, 
and 26).  The Corridor Cities Transitway Bus Rapid Transit is proposed to run along Decoverly 
Drive and a station stop would be constructed at this property.  During the July 18, 2014, site 
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visit for this reassessment, construction was in progress in former farm field northwest of 
Decoverly Drive (see Attachment B, Photographs 21-26). While the southeast portion of the 
property is planned for later stages of the development, this area is bordered by new fencing, and 
has a large fill pile and excavation site for the development’s communal building.   
 
Due to permitting requirements, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers consulted with MHT for this 
project.  Consultation included a submittal of farmhouse and log house rehabilitation plans, a 
report entitled “England-Crown Farm:  Alternative Analysis and Structural Assessment Report,” 
and a letter from the firm Historic Restoration Specialists describing their proposed approach to 
the log house, to certify they conform to The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties (Rehabilitation).  On August 22, 2012, MHT responded that, 
given the deteriorated condition of these buildings, the work proposed would conform to the 
Standards.  The plan after rehabilitation is to sell the two buildings, along with the smokehouse, 
for single-family residential use; the buildings would remain at their current location, but with a 
new address:  605 Steinbeck Avenue.   
 
Exterior rehabilitation of the log house, Victorian farmhouse, and smokehouse appeared to be 
nearly complete during the July 18, 2014, site visit.  Work on the Victorian farmhouse interior 
was still in progress.  Victorian farmhouse:  Original character-defining features that contribute 
to the house’s eligibility for the NRHP were retained, including an ornate hipped-roof front 
porch with scroll sawn details; two-over-two, wood double-hung windows; original wood 
paneled and glass doors; a side-gabled roof with returns and gable-end red brick chimneys; and 
steeply-pitched gable dormer at the façade (see Attachment B, Photographs 1-5; Attachment 
C).  Early alterations that are character-defining features were also retained, including an 
addition at the rear elevation; a stone pebble stucco finish applied on the original wood lap 
siding; and the current metal roofing system, including stamped metal paneling at the main gable 
roof.  The original shutters were removed at one point, but were reinstalled, including several 
pairs that had been stored in the log house; missing shutters were fabricated to match the existing 
(Coratola Architectural Studio, LLC, report, p. 9).  Most of the doors, including a paneled glass 
storm door at the front entrance, are original and are to be retained; while the main front door 
was missing, it was replaced in a design compatible with the Standards.  The installation of new 
guard rails at the façade portion and second floor deck to meet 2009 International Residential 
Code requirements are non-original alterations incorporated as part of the rehabilitation; these 
elements were designed to meet rehabilitation standards and could be removed in the future 
without causing any irreversible damage to the original porch (Coratola Architectural Studio, 
LLC, report, p. 5).   New handrails, balusters, and newel posts would be installed at the existing 
front steps where currently there are none (Coratola Architectural Studio, LLC, architectural 
plans, sheet A-102.1).  Log house:  The severe deterioration required replacement of much of the 
log house (see Attachment B, Photographs 6-9).  While the new features matched the old, it 
included cedar shakes for the roof sheathing, and wood windows, doors, and floor boards.  The 
rubble stone foundation is also new.  New logs were machine cut to differentiate from the old; 
the chinking is a lime cement and sand mixture, with a white wash stain applied on the interior 
walls (Coratola Architectural Studio, LLC, report, p. 14).   While the structural assessment report 
recommending reusing any intact clapboard lap siding, it appears reuse was not possible.  
However, it appears some of the roof structure was able to be retained.   
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Fire:  A fire on May 29, 2011, destroyed many of the farm buildings and structures on the 
property, with seven elements remaining (see Attachment B, Photographs 1-20).  The 
reference numbers in the “Sketch #” columns refer to Attachment D and those in the “Site Plan 
#” column refers to Attachment E.  Note the unnumbered property elements in the Attachment 
E aerial photograph no longer exist: 
 

Extant Elements at Crown Farm 
Sketch # Site Plan # Element 
A 1 Victorian farmhouse 
B 2 Log house 
C 3 Smoke house 
G/1  4 Corrugated metal grain bin 
J, J/1  5 Concrete block garage (and attached storage shed) 
N, N/1 to N/3  6 Corn crib barn (and attached shed additions) 
Northeast of R/1  7 Two silos 

 
Demolished Elements at Crown Farm 
Sketch # Element 
C/1  Dog house 
D Office/storage shed 
E/1, E/2  Shed/storage 
F Shed 
G Shed 
H Corn crib 
I, I/2  Storage sheds 
K Storage shed 
L Storage shed 
M Cold storage/shed 
O Shed 
P Shed 
Q, Q-1 to Q-4  Small barn (and adjacent shed and storage structures) 
R/1  Dairy barn 
R/2  Hay barn 
R/3  Milk house 
S Fixed chute/cow holding structure 

 
Eligibility Reassessment 

Previous NRHP Status:   Approximately 47 acres eligible under Criteria A and C 
Proposed NRHP Status:   Victorian farmhouse only eligible under Criterion C 

England/Crown Farm was originally determined NRHP-eligible under Criteria A and C.  A fire 
led to the demolition of many of the buildings and structures, including the dairy barn and hay 
barn.  Therefore, the property as a whole has lost its design, materials, and workmanship.   In 
addition to this loss, the former farm fields are changing into mixed-use development; therefore 
the farm lost what remained of its pastoral surroundings. The property does not retain integrity of 
setting, feeling, and association.  The former farm is no longer an intact and cohesive example of 
a small-scale dairy farm complex.  Therefore, England/Crown Farm does not retain integrity to 
be eligible for Criterion A.   
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Victorian farmhouse:  The Victorian farmhouse maintains the character-defining features making 
it eligible for the NRHP, such as an ornate hipped-roof front porch with scroll sawn details, stone 
pebble stucco finished exterior walls, a stamped metal panel-clad roof, and gable-end red brick 
chimneys.  While non-original porch rails are being incorporated to meet safety standards, they 
were designed to be reversible and meet the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Properties (Rehabilitation).  Therefore, the building still retains integrity to remain a 
well-preserved example of high Victorian vernacular building forms of the period.   
 
Log house:  While this building was rehabilitated by applying the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards, its poor condition meant many deteriorated historic features needed to be replaced.  
For the most part, the building no longer has the appearance and construction of a historic 
building and therefore does not retain integrity of design, materials, and workmanship to convey 
its significance.   
 
None of the other buildings remaining on the property are significant, individually or 
collectively, and therefore are not eligible under Criterion C. 
 
The Victorian farmhouse at England/Crown Farm is still eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion C.   
 
Boundary Revision 

As noted above, the previous NRHP-eligible property was approximately 47 acres.  However, 
this reevaluation reduces the size of the historic property to only include the Victorian 
farmhouse (see Attachments E and F).   
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ATTACHMENT B:   
England/Crown Farm  

Photo Log and Photographs 
 



Photo Log  
MIHP#  M: 20-17 
England/Crown Farm 
605 Steinbeck Avenue 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 
Photographer:  Christeen Taniguchi 
Date:  January 11, 2013 and July 18, 2014 
 
 

 # Digital Image File Name Description of View 

1 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_01.tif Victorian farmhouse – view west at the façade 

2 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_02.tif Victorian farmhouse – view north at the southeast 
elevation 

3 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_03.tif Victorian farmhouse – view northeast at the 
southwest (rear) elevation 

4 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_04.tif Victorian farmhouse – view southeast at the 
northwest elevation 

5 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_05.tif Victorian farmhouse – view southwest at the front 
porch 

6 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_06.tif Log house – view west at the northeast and 
southeast elevations 

7 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_07.tif Log house – view east at the southwest and 
northwest elevations 

8 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_08.tif Log house – view north at interior walls 

9 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_09.tif Log house – view southwest at interior walls 

10 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_10.tif Smoke house – view west at the façade and 
southeast elevation 

11 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_11.tif Smoke house – view east at the southwest and 
northwest elevations 

12 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_12.tif Corrugated metal grain bin – view northwest 

13 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_13.tif Concrete block garage with attached storage shed 
– view north at the façade and southeast elevation 

14 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_14.tif Concrete block garage with attached storage shed 
– view south at the northeast (rear) and northwest 
elevations 

15 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_15.tif Corn crib barn and attached shed addition – view 
south at the façade 

16 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_16.tif Corn crib barn and attached shed addition – view 
north at the southwest (rear) and southeast 
elevations 

17 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_17.tif Two silos – view east 

18 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_18.tif Farmstead – view west 

19 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_19.tif Farmstead – view northwest 

20 M; 20-17_2013-01-11_20.tif Farmstead – January 11, 2013 view west after the 
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England/Crown Farm 
 

 # Digital Image File Name Description of View 

fire and before rehabilitation 

21 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_21.tif Former farm fields – view northwest toward 
Steinbeck Avenue from Decoverly Drive 

22 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_22.tif Former farm fields – view northeast along 
Decoverly Drive 

23 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_23.tif  Former farm fields – view north from the 
farmstead 

24 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_24.tif Former farm fields – view east from the farmstead 

25 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_25.tif Former farm fields – view northeast along 
Decoverly Drive from near Steinbeck Avenue with 
new townhouses to the left and large fill pile in the 
background 

26 M; 20-17_2014-07-18_26.tif Former farm fields – view west along Decoverly 
Drive from near Fields Road with new townhouses 
to the right 

 
Prints: 
Processing – RA-4 
Paper – Fujicolor Crystal Archive Professional Paper (Super Type CN) 
 
DVD-R Gold: 
Verbatim, UltraLife Gold, Metal Azo dye 























































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT C:   
Historic Photographs 
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Circa late nineteenth century view of the Victorian farmhouse at England/Crown Farm 

(www.gaithersburghistory.com) 
 

 
Circa 2011 view of the Victorian farmhouse at England/Crown Farm, before plywood boards 
were installed on the windows and doors for their protection (www.gaithersburghistory.com) 
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England/Crown Farm Extant 

and Demolished Elements 
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England/Crown Farm Extant and Demolished Elements 
 

 

 

Sketch map of England/Crown Farm (From “England-Crown Farm Building Assessment” by 
Swanke Hayden Connell Architects) 

 
Extant Elements 
A Victorian farmhouse 
B Log house 
C Smoke house 
G/1  Corrugated metal grain bin 
J, J/1  Concrete block garage (and attached 

storage shed) 
N, N/1 to N/3  Corn crib barn (and attached shed 

additions) 
Northeast of R/1  Two silos 

 

Demolished Elements 
C/1  Dog house 
D Office/storage shed 
E/1, E/2  Shed/storage 
F Shed 
G Shed 
H Corn crib 
I, I/2  Storage sheds 
K Storage shed 
L Storage shed 
M Cold storage/shed 
O Shed 
P Shed 
Q, Q-1 to Q-4  Small barn (and 

adjacent shed and 
storage structures) 

R/1  Dairy barn 
R/2  Hay barn 
R/3  Milk house 
S Fixed chute/cow 

holding structure 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT E:   
England/Crown Farm Site 

Plan with Revised Boundary 
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ATTACHMENT F:   
England/Crown Farm 

Location Map with Revised 
Boundary 
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5) Ramp for uncovered solid waste dumpster
6) Salt storage barn 
7) Montgomery County deer storage building
8) Magnesium chloride tanks
9) Salt brine maker building
10) Vehicle storage/team leaders building
11) Hazmat building
12) Shop storage building
13) Electrical circuit breakers building
14) Small engine repair shop
15) Concrete endwall pipe culvert
16) Picnic shelter
17) Memorial gazebo

1) Main building
This is the primary building on the property, located near the southeast end and oriented on a northwest-southeast axis.  It was 
constructed between 1965 and 1966 in no architectural style, with alterations and additions made in 1993 and 1995.  With an 
interconnected interior, the building has an irregular plan and four different sections of varying one-story height (from southeast to 
northwest):  1) offices (also a boiler room, a radio room, and toilets); 2) vehicle maintenance shop; 3) kitchen/lunch room/meeting 
rooms/locker rooms; and 4) wash bay.  The northeastern-most bay of the office section was added in 1993 to create two new 
offices, and the vehicle storage section was converted to the kitchen, lunch room, meeting rooms and locker rooms in the same 
year.  The wash bay was added in 1995. 

The building’s foundation is concrete.  Red bricks clad the concrete block exterior walls, except for the northwest elevation of the 
kitchen/lunch room/meeting rooms/locker rooms section which has no brick cladding.  The bricks are laid in the common bond, 
except for the wash bay addition laid in stretcher bond.  Protruding stretcher and header bricks create patterns at the office section 
(including at the addition) and the southeast elevation of the shop.  Bricks filled in many garage door openings at the southwest and
northeast elevations when the vehicle storage section was converted to new uses.  The building’s flat roof is clad with built-up 
material and bordered with aluminum gravel stops.  A chimney with one chimney pot, built in the same brick pattern as the office 
exterior walls, is located at the office section.  Steel ladders connect the roofs.

The building’s nearly symmetrical façade faces southeast.  The primary entrance is located near the center of the façade and is 
within an enclosed porch, built in the same brick pattern as the office exterior walls.  The porch is sheltered by a flat overhanging 
roof clad with built-up material and bordered with aluminum gravel stops. The entrance has double metal and glass doors 
surrounded by five lights.   Two cylindrical-shaped black metal light fixtures are mounted on either side of the entrance.  The 
entrance leads into the office vestibule which has a single metal and glass interior door with lights located just below the ceiling.  A
bronze plaque commemorating construction of the building is mounted on a brick wall adjacent to the interior door.  The entrance 
connects to a small parking lot via a concrete pedestrian walkway.  This elevation also has six aluminum sash windows with 
concrete sills; each of the three at the southwest end of the façade has ten lights, while one window has five lights and two have 
fifteen lights each. The porch roof extends to shelter the three windows nearest the entrance.

The southwest elevation of the office section has a single metal pedestrian door with one light, and two aluminum sash windows, 
each with fifteen lights and concrete sills.  The southwest elevation of the shop section has two tall metal roll-up garage doors, and 
a single metal pedestrian door with one light.  This section also has two double metal pedestrian doors; each door has a vented 
opening.  One set of double doors has one light per door and the other set has a likely non-original vented opening above it.  The 
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shop section also has a single original steel sash window with fifteen lights and a concrete sill.  The southwest elevation of the 
kitchen/lunch room/meeting rooms/locker rooms section has one metal roll-up garage door, a single metal pedestrian door, and 
double metal pedestrian doors; each of the pedestrian doors has a single light.  There are two aluminum sash windows, each with 
ten lights, as well as two glass block windows, all with header brick sills. All replacement fenestration at this section of the 
elevation were installed in 1993 during its remodel.  The southwest elevation of the wash bay has two tall metal roll-up garage 
door openings. 

The northwest elevation of the office has a single aluminum sash window with fifteen lights and a concrete sill.  The northwest 
elevation of the wash bay has two glass block windows openings with header brick sills.  

The northeast elevation of the office section has two aluminum sash windows with ten lights each, and one aluminum sash window 
with three lights. The northeast elevation of the shop has a large metal roll-up garage door and a metal pedestrian door with a 
single light.  There is a vented opening above the pedestrian door.  Each of the two original steel sash windows at the shop section 
has fifteen lights and concrete sills.  The northeast elevation of the kitchen/lunch room/meeting rooms/locker rooms section has a 
metal roll-up garage door and two metal pedestrian double doors, each with a single light.  The elevation of this section also has 
three single metal pedestrian doors with one light per door; two of these entrances are sheltered by a shed roof made of corrugated 
metal and supported by metal posts embedded in concrete bases. There are four aluminum sash windows, two with fifteen lights 
and two with ten lights; these windows have header brick sills. All replacement fenestration at this section of the elevation were 
installed in 1993 during its remodel.  The northeast elevation of the wash bay has two tall metal roll-up garage doors.  

2) Vehicle fueling area
The fueling area was built in the circa mid-1990s, just south of the center of the main building.  Oriented on a northwest-southeast 
axis, it has three fuel pumps mounted on concrete oval-shaped bases, which in turn stand on rectangular concrete paving.  Five 
rectangular metal posts support a rectangular metal canopy.  Sixteen light fixtures are mounted on the underside of the canopy. 

3) Liquid anti-icing tank storage structure
This tank storage structure was constructed sometime between 1993 and 2005 at the center of the southwest end of the property.  
The tanks store liquid salt brine and magnesium chloride for anti-icing roadways.  Oriented on a northeast-southwest axis, the open
structure has eight steel rectangular posts mounted on steel I-beams; angled steel braces support the northeastern-most posts.  Each 
of the four posts at the southeast end has an attached steel ladder, as well as a steel cat walk that extends to the northwest posts.  
The posts support a steel-framed flat roof clad with corrugated metal.  

4) Tractor shed/equipment storage building
This tractor shed/equipment storage building was constructed in circa 2012 and is located at the southwest end of the property.  
Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, the one-story building has a rectangular plan, and a concrete foundation and floor.  The 
metal-framed building has exterior walls clad with ribbed metal panels.  The asymmetrical northeast facing façade has five bays; 
the southeast bay has a roll-up metal garage door leading into an enclosed space, while the other bays access one open space with 
no doors.  There is a single metal pedestrian door at the southeast elevation.  The low-pitched, side-gabled roof is supported by 
three tapered metal supports and clad with corrugated metal.  

5) Ramp for uncovered solid waste dumpster
This structure was constructed during the early 2000s and is located northeast of the tractor shed/equipment storage building.  
Made of compacted CR6 stone, this ramp has metal highway guardrails that lead trucks to a dumpster at the southeast end; two 
concrete block retaining walls support this end of the structure.    

MHT Comments:

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date

Reviewer, National Register Program Date

 A  B  C  D  E  F  GCriteria: Considerations: A  B  C  D

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW



NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

SHA Gaithersburg Maintenance Facility

Page 4

M: 21-263

6) Salt storage barn 
This tall one-story building was built in the mid-1990s at the northwest end of the property, oriented on a northwest-southeast 
axis.  With a rectangular plan, the 6,000 ton capacity interior is one open space containing mounds of salt.  Plywood boards clad 
the lower exterior walls of the wood-framed building and vertical, painted plywood siding clad the upper sections, while wood 
braces support all four exterior walls.  One large doorless rectangular opening is located at the symmetrical southeast facing 
façade.  A large gambrel roof clad with asphalt shingles shelters the building, and ribbed fiberglass panels border the roof slopes. 
Metal guard rails border each elevation.  

7) Montgomery County deer storage building
Constructed sometime between 2003 and 2004, this one-story refrigeration building located at the north end of the property is used 
by Montgomery County to store roadkill deer.  Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, the building has a rectangular plan, and a 
concrete foundation and floor.  The exterior walls are made of metal panels.  The symmetrical southwest facing façade has two 
metal cooler doors, each accessed via a sloped asphalt landing.  The building is sheltered by a flat roof clad with sheet metal 
covered by a fabric material.  

8) Magnesium chloride tanks
Four modern brine storage tanks, installed sometime between 1993 and 2005, are located along the north end of the property.  
They are made of polypropylene, cylindrical in shape, and each mounted on a concrete base.  The two to the northwest are larger.  
Hoses connect to pipes mounted onto the sides of each tank; the pipes connect to inside the tanks.  The hoses rest on hangers, each 
with a light fixture mounted on top.  Jersey barriers border the northwest and southwest sides of the tanks, and a metal guard rail is 
situated at the southeast side.  

9) Salt brine maker building
This building was constructed in circa 2006 at the north end of the property, just southeast of the magnesium chloride tanks.  Salt 
brine is pumped into the adjacent storage tanks.  Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, the one-story building has a rectangular 
plan and was built on concrete paving.  The building has exterior walls and a moderately-pitched, side-gabled roof made of 
extruded plastic panels held together with metal hinge pins.  The roof is moveable to allow salt to be loaded into the brine maker.  
The symmetrical northeast-facing façade has one pedestrian entrance with a plastic door, with a metal and glass light fixture 
mounted next to it.  A metal cat walk with metal handrails and steps stretches across the entire southwest elevation; the cat walk is 
used by an operator to spray liquid salt brine from the storage tanks onto granular salt carried on dump trucks.  The northwest and 
southwest sides of the building are bordered by metal guard rails.  

10) Vehicle storage/team leaders building
Constructed in the circa early 1990s, this one-story building is located near the north end of the property, directly southeast of the 
salt brine maker building.  Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, this building has a rectangular plan, and a poured concrete 
foundation and floor.  2’ x 4’ T1-11 plywood panel siding clads the exterior walls of the wood-framed building.  The symmetrical 
northwest-facing façade has fifteen bays and fifteen single and double metal doors.  One of the doors near the center of the façade 
has a wood plaque above it, engraved with the name “V. Weedon.”  There is one wood window with six lights at the northwest end
of the façade.  The building is sheltered by a low-pitched, asymmetrical side-gabled roof with wide eave overhangs and corrugated 
metal cladding.

11) Hazmat building
Constructed in circa 1999, the one-story hazmat building is located at the center of the northeast end of the property and stores 
propane tanks.  Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, the building has a rectangular plan and consists of one room built on 
concrete paving.  The wood-framed building has exterior walls clad with ribbed metal panels.  The northwest and southeast 
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elevations each has one doorless rectangular pedestrian opening.  The building has an open roof structure sheltered by a 
moderately-pitched, asymmetrical front-gabled roof with eave overhangs and clad with corrugated metal.   

12) Shop storage building
Constructed in the mid-1990s, the one-story building is located at the center of the property, directly northwest of the main 
building.  Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, the shop storage building has a rectangular plan and one room.  T1-11 plywood 
panel siding clads the wood-framed exterior walls.  The symmetrical northwest-facing façade has double wood doors.  The 
building is sheltered by a low-pitched shed roof with an eave overhang at the façade; the roof is clad with asphalt shingles.  

13) Electrical circuit breakers building
Constructed in the mid-1990s, the one-story building is located at the center of the property, directly northwest of the main 
building.  Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, the one-story electrical circuit breakers building has a rectangular plan and one 
room.  T1-11 plywood panel siding clads the wood-framed exterior walls.  The asymmetrical northeast elevation has a single wood 
pedestrian door and the southeast elevation has double wood doors.  The building is sheltered by a low-pitched shed roof with eave
overhangs and asphalt shingle cladding.  

14) Small engine repair shop
Constructed sometime during the early to mid-2000s, this one-story building is located northeast of the main building.  Oriented on 
a northwest-southeast axis, this small engine repair shop building has an L-shaped plan that includes an addition of a lean-to at the 
northeast (rear) elevation.  A tall concrete block and brick foundation supports a building with ribbed metal panel cladding.  The 
asymmetrical southwest facing façade has two metal roll-up garage doors and a single metal pedestrian door.  The building is 
sheltered by a low-pitched, side-gabled roof covered with corrugated metal.   

15) Concrete endwall pipe culvert
Built in 1965, this type “C” endwall pipe culvert is part of a swale/drainage trench located southeast of the small engine repair 
shop building.  The entire east-facing endwall is made of poured concrete and has a single round opening.  Flanked by rip rap, it 
faces onto a concrete apron.

16) Picnic shelter
The picnic shelter was built during the early 2000s and is located southeast of the small engine repair shop building.  Oriented on a 
northwest-southeast axis, it has a concrete foundation and floor.  The open shelter has eight I-beams supporting a moderately-
pitched, gabled roof.  T1-11 plywood panel siding is located at the gable ends, and asphalt shingles clad the roof.  Light fixtures 
and ceiling fans are mounted on the underside of the shelter.  Concrete pedestrian walkways lead to an asphalt-paved area and the 
small engine repair shop.

17) Memorial gazebo
This wood gazebo was constructed sometime during the early to mid-2000s as a memorial to deceased  maintenance/shop 
employees.  Located near the south section of the property, it has a concrete foundation and floor with wood framing and wood 
latticed exterior walls.  There are two doorless pedestrian openings at the northeast and southwest elevations, with two windowless 
openings at the other two elevations.  The gazebo is sheltered by a moderately-pitched, side-gabled roof with T1-11 plywood panel 
siding within the gable ends.  The eave overhangs have exposed wood rafters and the roof is clad with asphalt shingles.  A concrete
pedestrian walkway connects the gazebo to the large parking lot.  In addition, there is a boulder mounted with a bronze plaque that 
has the inscription, “In Memory of All Maryland State Highway Administration Employees of the Gaithersburg Shop,” and 
markers at trees dedicated to individual deceased former employees of the Gaithersburg facility. 
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Most of the property is paved with asphalt, including an original driveway located at the southeast end of the property and 
accessible from Quince Orchard Road.  A metal sign for the maintenance facility is mounted on wood posts at the front of the 
driveway.  There are two parking lots near the southeast end of the property.  The small lot is original to the property and is located
southeast of the main building.  The larger one to the east of the main building was built sometime between 2002 and 2005.  The 
asphalt-paved area to the northeast and southwest of the main building is used for heavy equipment/vehicle parking.  Bushes, trees, 
and grass landscape the southeast section of the property, including at the façade of the main building.  Bushes border the two 
parking lots and the two original flagpoles mounted in concrete in front of the main building.  There is also a grassy area to the 
northwest of the liquid anti-icing tank storage structure, and some trees and bushes border the southwestern edge of the property.  
A tall radio antenna is mounted into the ground, adjacent to the main building’s northeast elevation.  An original water supply well 
is located at the southwestern end of the property.  A meter, for the breaker panels that control the electrical outlets attached to 
parking area guardrails, is located northwest of the hazmat building.  Chain link fencing surrounds the property.

Historic Context

The Maryland State Roads Commission established the Montgomery County Office and Garage, today known as the Maryland 
SHA Gaithersburg Maintenance Facility, between 1965 and 1966.  This facility maintained new and expanded highways that 
served cities like Gaithersburg, Rockville, and Germantown that quickly grew during the decades after World War II.  

Gaithersburg, which had been known for its dairy farms and as a stop on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, became suburbanized 
during the 1960s and 1970s.  Federal agencies like the National Bureau of Standards and Atomic Energy Commission moved their 
headquarters to this area, and large corporations like IBM, Fairchild Industries, and Comsat began arriving (Bredemeier, pp. A1 
and A8, and Douglas, p. C1).  Houses, apartments, shopping centers, and other related developments and amenities were built, 
including the vast Montgomery Village development located just outside Gaithersburg city limits (Douglas, p. C2).  Sections of 
Montgomery County were annexed by Gaithersburg to accommodate this growth.  The 1960 census showed 3,847 people living in 
Gaithersburg, a number that increased to 8,344 individuals ten years later; the population tripled in a span of nearly five years, with
an estimate of 24,000 by 1974 (Arnett, p. B2).  

Cities like Gaithersburg grew because of the new Interstate Highway System resulting from the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, 
making them readily accessible District of Columbia bedroom communities.  For their part, Maryland launched a highway 
expansion program three years later (Eight Years of Progress at the State Roads Commission).  The Capital Beltway was newly 
completed in 1964 and Route 355 was widened in the late 1960s (Eisen, p. B2).  Construction of what is today Interstate 270 (I-
270) was especially instrumental for the growth in this part of Montgomery County (Bredemeier, p. A1).  Established as a highway 
in 1953 called US Route 240 (US 240), it was renamed Interstate 70S/US 240 after the Interstate Highway System was authorized 
and I-270 in 1975, by which time I-270 had grown to six lanes (Bredemeier, p. A1).  

These area highways were maintained by shops such as the Gaithersburg maintenance facility.  The Gaithersburg shop was 
originally located on S. Frederick Avenue near Diamond Avenue within the historic Gaithersburg city center (Edwards interview 
and Sanborn Map, p. 3).  As development progressed, the first facility could no longer adequately serve area needs.  Its building 
has been torn down (Edwards interview). Twenty acres were purchased for the facility’s current location.  Plan sheets for the 
Gaithersburg Garage-Shop Building were developed in 1965 by Maryland’s Department of Public Improvements; the main 
building that stands today was built between 1965 to 1966 (Plaque inside the office vestibule).  The building was originally nearly 
rectangular in plan, with offices, an assembly room, storage, and boiler room located at the southeast section of the building. The 
center of the building was constructed with the shop, as well as a grease and oil storage room, storage room, and paint shop.  The 
rest of the building was used for vehicle storage (Department of Public Improvements, State of Maryland, p. A-1).  
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Two pump islands were constructed directly southwest of the main building; the island’s canopy was attached to the building 
(Department of Public Improvements, State of Maryland, p. A-1).  The island was demolished in the early 2000s when a new 
vehicle fueling area was constructed to the northwest of the original pumps (Google Earth historic imagery).  The radio antenna 
and other equipment from the old facility were brought to this one on railroad tracks; it is also likely the two flagpoles that stand 
today were also brought from the old location.  The original radio antenna was replaced in the early 1990s.  A septic field was 
originally located at the east end of the property where the large parking lot is located today.  However, an original concrete 
endwall pipe culvert still stands today (Department of Public Improvements, State of Maryland, p. U-1).  Two salt domes were 
built by the 1970s, later replaced in the mid-1990s with the salt storage barn that stands today.   The northwestern section of the 
property remained wooded until the early 1990s when a portion of it was converted into a MVA driving course and parking lot, 
reducing the property to its current nearly sixteen acres.  A tractor shed/equipment storage building built in the 1990s was 
destroyed by heavy winds in 2009, and replaced with the current building in circa 2012 (Edwards interview).  

The Maryland State Roads Commission was renamed the Department of Transportation, State Highway Administration in 1971 
(msa.maryland.gov website).  Today there are a total of 28 SHA shops along with satellites (Edwards interview). The Gaithersburg 
shop is part of SHA’s District 3, serving Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, where there are three other maintenance 
shops (marylandroads.com).  Established at its current location in the 1950s, the Laurel shop is the oldest in the district, although 
none of the original buildings or structures remains (Google Earth).  The current 1990s Marlboro facility replaced an older one at a 
different location from 1943.  These other facilities have main buildings similar in layout and building material as the Gaithersburg 
facility, with a rectangular plan and clad with brick.  The current maintenance facilities in Cambridge and Salisbury of District 1 in 
western Maryland are examples built around the same time as the one in Gaithersburg.  The Gaithersburg facility today serves 
northwestern Montgomery County.  The facility maintains area highways; remove debris; and conducts signage and drainage 
maintenance, equipment maintenance, curb and gutter maintenance, traffic control, and snow removal (Edwards interview).  

Significance Evaluation

The SHA Gaithersburg Maintenance Facility was evaluated for significance under National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
Criteria A, B, C, and D using the guidelines set forth in the National Register Bulletin “How to Apply the National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation.” 
.
The Gaithersburg facility was constructed at a time when the highway system and District of Columbia bedroom communities were
rapidly expanding during the decades after World War II.  The shop maintained highways that resulted from this area growth.  
However, the evaluated property does not have a specific significant influence or association to this historic trend.  The evaluated 
shop was simply one of many byproducts of the rapid suburban expansion occurring in this part of Montgomery County at the 
time.  It is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.  Therefore, the 
property is not eligible under Criterion A.  

Research does not show the property is associated with the lives of individuals significant in the past.  Therefore, the property is 
not eligible under Criterion B.  

The facility was established in the mid-1960s with the construction of the main building and built in a modest design with no 
architectural style.  The building was altered in the 1990s with additions and modifications that included filling in former garage 
door openings with new windows, doors, and brick walls.  In addition, while a good number of the original doors remain, most of 
the window sashes have been replaced.  Regardless, the main building does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction.  It also does not represent the work of a master or possess high artistic values, and is not a 
contributing element of a historic district.  Therefore, this building is not eligible under Criterion C.  
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The main building was constructed by commonly known techniques, tools, and materials and is unlikely to contribute any 
additional information to our understanding of human history or prehistory, so the property is not eligible under Criterion D.

Based on the evaluated criteria, the SHA Gaithersburg Maintenance Facility is not eligible for listing in the NRHP.

The boundary for the SHA Gaithersburg Maintenance Facility is confined to the tax parcel boundary for Parcel P564 as shown on 
Montgomery County Tax Map FT122 (2014), minus the northwestern section of the parcel converted into a MVA driving course 
and parking lot, reducing the property to its current 15.75 acres.
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 # Digital Image File Name Description of View 

1 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_01.tif Main building – view west at the façade and the two 
flagpoles  

2 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_02.tif Main building – view north at the primary entrance 
and northeast section of the building, including the 
office addition 

3 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_03.tif Main building – view west at the northeast elevation 

4 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_04.tif Main building – view west at the northwest section of 
the northeast elevation  

5 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_05.tif Main building – view east at the northwest section 
(wash bay addition) 

6 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_06.tif Main building – view east at the southwest elevation  

7 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_07.tif Main building – view north at the southwest elevation 
and radio antenna visible in the background 

8 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_08.tif Main building – view northwest at the plaque inside 
the office vestibule   

9 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_09.tif Vehicle fuel area – view south 

10 M; 21-263 _2013-11-27_10.tif Liquid anti-icing tank storage structure – view west 

11 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_11.tif Tractor shed/equipment storage – view south at the 
northeast elevation 

12 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_12.tif Ramp for uncovered solid waste dumpster – view 
west 

13 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_13.tif Salt storage barn – view north at the façade and 
southwest elevation 

14 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_14.tif Salt storage barn – view east at the northwest 
elevation 

15 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_15.tif Montgomery County deer storage building – view 
east at the façade and northwest elevation 

16 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_16.tif Magnesium chloride tanks – view north  

17 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_17.tif Salt brine maker building – view west at the northeast 
and southeast elevations 

18 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_18.tif Vehicle storage/team leaders building – view north at 
the façade and southeast elevation   

19 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_19.tif Hazmat building – view east at the northwest and 
southwest elevations, with an electrical outlet breaker 
panel meter in the foreground 

20 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_20.tif Shop storage and electrical circuit breakers 
buildings – view south 
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 # Digital Image File Name Description of View 

21 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_21.tif Shop storage building – view east at the façade  

22 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_22.tif Electrical circuit breakers building – view west at 
the southeast and northeast elevations 

23 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_23.tif Small engine repair shop – view east at the façade 
and northwest elevation 

24 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_24.tif Concrete endwall pipe culvert – view north 

25 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_25.tif Picnic shelter – view south 

26 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_26.tif Memorial gazebo – view north at the southwest and 
southeast elevations 

27 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_27.tif Memorial marker and a dedicated tree– view east 

28 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_28.tif Overall view, entrance – view north towards 
driveway onto the property and the facility’s sign 

29 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_29.tif Overall view, from original parking lot – view 
southwest 

30 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_30.tif Overall view, southeast section – view southeast 

31 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_31.tif Overall view, southwest section – view west with 
water supply well in the foreground 

32 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_32.tif Overall view, northwest section – view northwest 

33 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_33.tif Overall view, northwest section – view north 

34 M; 21-263_2013-11-27_34.tif Overall view, center section – view south 
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Property Name:  
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Headquarters  Inventory Number: M: 20-47 

Address:  100 Bureau Drive City: Gaithersburg Zip Code: 20899 

County: Montgomery   USGS Topographic Map: Gaithersburg and Rockville 

Owner:  United States of America      Is the property being evaluated a district? X yes 

Tax Parcel Number:  P440 Tax Map Number: FT31 Tax Account ID Number: 00777838 

Project:  Corridor Cities Transitway Bus Rapid Transit Project Agency: Maryland Transit Administration 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no  yes         Name:  Date:  

Is the property located within a historic district?     yes X no  
 

 If the property is within a district           District Inventory Number:     

  NR-listed district      yes  Eligible district  yes District Name:  

  Preparer’s Recommendation:     Contributing resource  yes  no  Non-contributing but eligible in another context  

 

 If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

  Preparer’s Recommendation:      Eligible X yes  no  

Criteria:            X A  B X C  D         Considerations:  A  B  C  D  E  F  G  None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Enoch Pratt Library--Maryland Room, Historicaerials.com, Montgomery 
County Historical Society, National Institute of Standards and 
Technology website and library, ProQuest Historical Newspaper 
Database, and Streetsofwashington.com 

               
Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

 
Architectural Description 
 
The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) headquarters, previously known as the National Bureau of 
Standards (NBS), is located at 100 Bureau Drive in Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland.  The 579.5 acre property 
was originally constructed in five phases from 1961 to 1969, with additional buildings and other elements added during 
subsequent decades.  The campus is surrounded by West Diamond Avenue starting from the north, Interstate 270 to the 
northeast, Muddy Branch Road to the southeast, Conservation Lane to the south, a neighborhood of early 1970s townhouses to 
the southwest, and Quince Orchard Road to the northwest.  The primary entrance is located on Bureau Drive off of W. 
Diamond Avenue at the north end of the campus.  The individual buildings and other elements identified below are located at 
the NIST headquarters and together make up a district.  None have been previously documented individually at the Maryland 
Historical Trust.  
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Buildings 
 
The 67 buildings at the NIST headquarters are listed in order of the NIST building numbers below, most keyed into the Site 
Plan and shown in attached photographs.  Twenty-four of the buildings were part of the original complex, constructed between 
1961 and 1969, except for one single-family residence built in the early 1950s (308-Bowman House) that predates NIST; NIST 
plans to demolish this building, and three adjacent buildings:  building 419 and two sheds.  The 24 original buildings in the 
district are identified below with an asterisk and described in greater detail after this list:   
 
(101) Administration Building (constructed 1962-65)* 
(103) Visitor’s Center (completed 2009) 
(104) Gate House (completed 2009) There are also four additional gate houses on the property located along Quince Orchard 
 Road and at the southern end of the campus.  They are small, recently constructed prefabricated buildings with no NIST 
 numbers. 
(202) Engineering Mechanics (constructed 1961-63)* 
(203) Standard Reference Materials Facility (constructed 2012) 
(205) Large Fire Facility (constructed 1973-75) (major addition constructed 2011-14) 
(205E) Emissions Control Electrical (constructed late 1990s or early 2000s) 
(205M) Emissions Control Mechanical (constructed late 1990s or early 2000s) 
(206) Concreting Materials (constructed 1966-68)* 
(207) Robot Test Facility (constructed 2012) 
(208) Net-Zero Energy Residential Test Facility (constructed 2012) 
(215) Advanced Measurements Laboratory (AML) Clean Room (constructed 2000-04) 
(216) AML Instrument East (constructed 2000-04) 
(217) AML Instrument West (constructed 2002-04) 
(218) AML Metrology East (underground) (constructed 2000-04) 
(219) AML Metrology West (underground) (constructed 2000-04) 
(220) Metrology (constructed 1963-66)* 
(221) Physics (constructed 1963-66)* 
(222) Chemistry (constructed 1963-66) (Information Technology since 2006 when the building was gutted and renovated)* 
(223) Materials (constructed 1963-66)* 
(224) Polymer (constructed 1963-66)* 
(225) Instrumentation (constructed 1963-66) (called Technology since about 1993)* 
(226) Building Research (constructed 1963-66)*  
(227) Advanced Chemical Sciences Laboratory (ACSL) (completed 1999)           
(230) Fluid Mechanics (constructed 1967-69)*  
(231) Industrial (constructed 1966-68)* 
(233) Sound (constructed 1965-68)* 
(235) NIST Center for Neutron Research (NCNR) (constructed 1963-67)*  
(236) Hazards (constructed 1966-68) (later renamed Special Projects)*  
(237) Non-Magnetic Laboratory (constructed 1964-68)* 
(238) Non-Magnetic Laboratory (constructed 1964-68)* 
(245) Physics (constructed 1962-64)*  
(301) Supply and Plant (constructed 1962-64 with an addition completed in 2013 at the south end)* 
(302) Steam and Chilled Water Generation Plant (SCWGP) (constructed 1961-64 with 1990s and early 2010s additions at the 
 west end)* 
(303) Service (constructed 1962-64 with an addition under construction at the north end)* 
(304) Shops (constructed 1962-64)*  
(305) Cooling Tower (constructed 2011) (replaced one built in 1992-93 which replaced the original constructed 1961-64; also 
 an adjacent circa early 1990s one-story brick building) 
(306) Building 306 (constructed 1961-64)* 
(307) Hazardous Chemical Waste Storage (constructed 1970-71) (today called Materials Processing Storage) 
(308) Bowman House (constructed 1952-53)* 
(309) Grounds Maintenance (constructed 1974-76) 
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(310) Hazardous Materials Storage (constructed 1986-87) (today called Plant Storage) 
(311) Grounds Storage Shed (completed 1990) 
(312) Materials Processing Facility (completed 1996) 
(313) Site Effluent Neutralization (completed 1996) 
(314) Backflow Preventer Building East (completed 1998) 
(315) Backflow Preventer Building West (completed 1998) 
(316) Electrical Service Building (completed circa 1998) 
(317) Cooling Tower West and with an adjacent one-story brick building (constructed 2010) 
(318) ES Consolidated Facility (constructed 2014) 
(319) ES Storage Building (constructed 2014) 
(320) CCC (completed circa 2013) 
(321) Liquid Helium Recovery Facility (not yet completed)  
(411) Temporary Relocatable Facility (constructed 1989-90) 
(412) Temporary Relocatable Facility (constructed late 1990s)  
(413) Temporary Relocatable Facility (constructed late 1990s)  
(414) Janitorial Storage Building (constructed late 1990s or early 2000s)  
(418) NCNR Storage Building (constructed circa late 1990s or early 2000s)  
(419) Temporary Building (constructed late 1990s) (located next to Bowman House along with two sheds) 
(420) Storage Building (constructed 1996, moved to current location in 2011) 
(421) Physics Storage Building (constructed 1980s) 
(422) Concrete Materials Storage Building (constructed sometime between 2002 and 2005) 
(423) Indoor Environment and Ventilation Test House (constructed sometime between 1993 and 2002) (and two small 
 buildings behind it)  
(425) NCNR Storage Building II (constructed 2007) 
(426) NCNR Trailer 2 (constructed circa 2008) 
(427) NCNR Trailer 1 (constructed circa 2008) 
(428) Facilities Building (constructed circa 2009) 
 
Descriptions of Original Buildings 
 
The following describes 22 of the original buildings and corridors at the NIST headquarters.  Nine buildings, 101-
Administration Building; seven general purpose laboratories (220-Metrology, 221-Physics, 222-Chemistry, 223-Materials, 
224-Polymer, 225-Technology, and 226-Building Research); and 304-Shops, are located at the campus center and are 
connected by corridors.  Nine special purpose laboratories (housed in ten buildings) are located to the west and south of the 
core campus area:  202-Engineering Mechanics, 206-Concreting Materials, 230-Fluid Mechanics, 231-Industrial, 233-Sound, 
235-NCNR, 236-Hazards, 237 and 238-Non-Magnetic Laboratory, and 245-Physics.  Four maintenance and service buildings 
are located at the west end of the campus. These are 301-Supply and Plant, 302-Steam and Chilled Water Generation Plant, 
303-Service, and 306-Building 306.  Two original NIST buildings have been demolished and replaced with newer versions: 
102-Gate House (constructed 1969-70) and 305-Cooling Towers (constructed 1961-64). 
 
Connected Buildings 
 
Nine of the original buildings located at the campus center (listed in the second sentence of the paragraph above) are connected 
by north and south oriented above ground corridors.  101-Administration Building and 304-Shops are connected by an 
underground corridor.  Newer laboratories have been added, namely 227-Advanced Chemical Services Laboratory connected 
to 226-Building Research at the north end and 215-219-Advanced Measurement Laboratories to 220-Metrology at the south 
end. These newer buildings are also connected via enclosed corridors.   
 
(101) Administration Building 
The Administration Building was constructed between 1962 and 1965 in the International Style. It is located near the center of 
the campus and accessed by a rectangular drive, with landscaping and a flagpole in the center, situated between the building 
and its parking lot to the east. The drive and parking lot are accessed by East Drive located further east.   
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Oriented east to west, the building has an irregular plan and an east-facing, asymmetrical façade. Most of the Administration 
Building is one-story tall, punctuated at the northeast end by an 11-story, slab administrative offices tower, making this the 
tallest building on the campus. The building retains original features such as offices, a research library, a museum, a cafeteria, 
two auditoriums, and lecture rooms arranged around a landscaped inner courtyard. A glass-enclosed corridor leads from the 
main building to the cafeteria and small auditorium.  The library has a mezzanine level and extends west from the 
administrative tower via a connecting wing with fixed single sash metal windows.  The tall one-story large auditorium extends 
east from the south end of the east elevation of the main building via a connecting wing with glass exterior walls and entrances 
at its north and south elevations. Most of the courtyard surfaces are clad with granite with two U-shaped granite planters with 
trees and bushes bordering the outer edge; the courtyard also has a mature weeping beech tree (Fagus sylvatica ‘Pendula’) and 
a rectangular pond, crossed by a rectangular granite slab.  
 
The Administration Building has a poured reinforced concrete foundation. Its walls are concrete, clad primarily with stretcher 
bond glazed beige bricks on the first floor level, and the east and west elevations of the tower.  There are also two vertical 
beige brick bands on the south elevation of the tower that extend to the roofline; these mark the location of the tower’s 
elevator.  Marble clads the area of the façade flanking the primary entrance, the west elevation of the area below the tower 
facing the inner courtyard, and many of the building’s rectangular columns. Rectangular marble panels, laid against a backdrop 
of the same marble, clad the east and west elevations of the large auditorium, which otherwise has limestone walls.  
 
The main entrance at the façade has a cantilevered flat-roof covered portico supported by polished metal and marble posts 
leading to metal and glass sliding doors accessing the lobby; the doors are surrounded by five lights. An additional entrance is 
on the north elevation of the lobby, with double metal and glass doors surrounded by lights. The north elevation of the library 
has a full-story covered patio supported by marble rectangular columns that leads down to steps and a rectangular hardscaped 
plaza. The Newton apple tree and the 1916 cornerstone from the chemistry laboratory of the old District of Columbia NBS 
campus are located in the plaza.  The entrances into the inner courtyard from the tower are sheltered by the tower itself, 
supported by marble-clad rectangular columns.  Windows are generally fixed aluminum sash.  Those at the north and south 
elevations of the tower are single windows flanked above and below by smooth metal spandrel panels and divided vertically by 
slender aluminum mullions.  The east and west elevations of the tower have no openings.  The fixed single windows of the 
library have adjacent smooth metal spandrel panels.  The building also incorporates large areas of floor to ceiling glass 
separated by slender metal mullions, such as at the main entrance lobby, where the cafeteria faces onto the inner courtyard, and 
where the library faces towards its adjacent plaza.  Most of the Administration Building’s stepped roofs are flat, and covered 
with bituminous material and gravel.  The cafeteria, however, has a wave-shaped concrete roof, and the large auditorium has a 
flat roof. The tower is topped with a rectangular enclosure on the east end of the roof. A portion of the roof south of the tower 
has a solar panel array. 
 
The north elevation of the Administration Building is connected to the east end of 225-Instrumentation via an open poured 
concrete walkway sheltered by a concrete roof with a zigzag-shape supported by simple, slightly tapered concrete rectangular 
posts. It is connected to 223-Materials at the west end of its south elevation by an elevated corridor with walls made of glass 
panels divided by slender mullions; the corridor is supported by metal post supports and has a flat roof. 
 
(304) Shops 
The Shops building was constructed between 1962 and 1964 in the International Style. This building is located between Sound 
Drive to the north and Research Drive to the south, just south of 224-Polymer. 414-Janitorial Storage Building was built onto 
the Shops’ north (rear) elevation. The Shops building faces onto parking lots to the south and there is a service yard to the 
north.  Otherwise, the building is surrounded by lawns, trees, and bushes on generally level terrain. 
 
The Shops building is irregular in plan and oriented east to west, with a south-facing, asymmetrical façade.  The building 
center is two-stories, and the rest is either a one- or tall one-story height.  The building was constructed on a concrete 
foundation.  While most of the exterior is red brick laid in the common bond pattern, the upper story of the façade has 
vertically ribbed metal paneling separated by metal siding with a horizontal pattern.  Located at the façade, the primary 
entrance consists of double aluminum and glass doors surrounded by five lights. The entrance is flanked by limestone 
rectangular columns and sheltered by a flat roof bordered with aluminum gravel stops. A limestone date block engraved with 
“1962” is to the east of the entrance.  At the façade, the lower story has fixed, metal sash windows flanked above and below 
with smooth metal spandrel panels.  The north elevation has fixed metal sash windows at the loading docks and ribbon 
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windows, bordered by smooth metal spandrel panels below, located at its east end.  The stepped roofs of the building are flat, 
covered with bituminous material and gravel, and bordered with aluminum gravel stops.  
 
This building is connected to 223-Materials by a one-story enclosed corridor with flat roof located at the east end of the south 
elevation; this corridor has walls made of glass panels divided by slender mullions, bordered at the bottom by smooth metal 
spandrel panels.  The east end of the Shops building’s north elevation is connected to 224-Polymer via a one-story corridor 
with flat roof; its west elevation wall is made of glass panels with slender metal mullions, bordered at the bottom with smooth 
metal spandrel panels.  At the east elevation, only the top section of a red brick wall is visible.   
 
(220-226) General Purpose Laboratories 
The seven general purpose laboratories are nearly identical to each other, particularly 220-225.  Immediately below is a general 
description that applies to all seven buildings, while the buildings are then described individually in the ways they are different. 
 
These buildings were constructed between 1963 and 1966 in the International Style.  All seven have a nearly rectangular-plan 
and are oriented east to west with asymmetrical façades. The buildings are three-stories, and arranged in a staggered fashion; 
the laboratories are in the center of each building and offices are on the outside next to the windows.  These laboratory 
buildings are built on poured reinforced concrete foundations with exterior walls made of concrete clad in stretcher bond 
glazed beige bricks. Each of the shorter east and west elevations has a symmetrical bump-out that also punctuates beyond the 
roofline. The projection is taller at the façades that have the main entrances. Each of these entrances is within a glass enclosed 
portico sheltered by a one-story dropped secondary flat roof that is supported by brick rectangular walls and wraps around to 
the adjacent elevation.  Its double doors are made of aluminum and glass. The façades also have granite date blocks engraved 
with “1963.” There is an asphalt-paved service yard between facing general laboratory buildings.  Windows are primarily 
metal sash, flanked above and below by smooth metal spandrel panels; these vertical bands alternate with the brick walls to 
create regular vertical patterns. The roofs are flat with bituminous, graveled surfaces; the stepped rooflines are bordered by 
gravel stops.  
 
(220) Metrology 
The Metrology building façade faces east onto its adjacent parking lot, accessible from East Drive located further east.  Its L-
shaped, one-story portico roof extends from the north end of the façade and wraps around to the north elevation. There is an 
asphalt-paved driveway off East Drive.  The west end of the building’s north elevation is connected to 221-Physics via a three-
story corridor with flat roof; the walls are made of glass panels with slender mullions.   
 
(221) Physics 
The Physics building façade faces west onto Research Drive, with its associated asphalt-paved parking lot located further west.  
Its L-shaped, one-story portico roof extends from the north end of the façade and wraps around to the north elevation. This 
building is connected to 220-Metrology at the east end of its south elevation and to 222-Chemistry at the east end of the north 
elevation by three-story corridors with flat roofs; the walls are made of glass panels with slender mullions.   
 
(222) Chemistry 
The Chemistry building was gutted and renovated in 2006 (Martin & Silcox, p. 87) and today houses Information Technology.  
The building façade faces east onto its adjacent parking lot, accessible from East Drive located further east.  Its L-shaped, one-
story portico roof extends from the south end of the façade and wraps around to the south elevation. This building is connected 
at the west end of the south elevation to 221-Physics and west end of the north elevation to 223-Materials by three-story 
corridors with flat roofs; the walls are made of glass panels with slender mullions.  
 
(223) Materials 
The Materials building façade faces west onto Research Drive, with its associated asphalt-paved parking lot located further 
west.  Its L-shaped, one-story portico roof extends from the south end of the façade and wraps around to the south elevation. It 
is connected to 101-Administration Building at the east end of its north elevation by an elevated corridor with walls made of 
glass panels divided by slender mullions; the corridor is supported by metal post supports and has a flat roof.  The Materials 
building is connected at the east end of the south elevation to 222-Chemistry via a three-story corridor with flat roof; the walls 
are made of glass panels with slender mullions.  The building is connected at the west end of the north elevation to 304-Shops 
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by a one-story corridor with flat roof at the east end of the south elevation; this corridor has walls made of glass panels divided 
by slender mullions, bordered at the bottom by smooth metal spandrel panels.   
 
(224) Polymer 
The Polymer building façade faces west onto its adjacent parking lot, accessible from West Drive located further west.  Its L-
shaped, one-story portico roof extends from the north end of the façade and wraps around to the north elevation. The building 
is connected at the east end of the north elevation to 225-Instrumentation via a corridor with glass panel walls and a flat roof 
that is two stories on its east elevation and three stories on its west elevation.  The Polymer building is also connected to 304-
Shops at the east end of its south elevation via a one-story corridor with flat roof; its west elevation wall is made of glass panels 
with slender metal mullions, bordered at the bottom with smooth metal spandrel panels.  At the east elevation, only the top 
section of a red brick wall is visible. 
 
(225) Instrumentation 
The Instrumentation building was renamed Technology in circa 1993.  Its façade faces east onto its adjacent parking lot, 
accessible from East Drive located further east.  Its L-shaped, one-story portico roof extends from the north end of the façade 
and wraps around to the north elevation. The building connects to the 101-Administration Building at the east end of its south 
elevation via an open poured concrete walkway sheltered by a concrete roof with a zigzag-shape supported by simple, slightly 
tapered concrete rectangular posts.  The roof is covered by bituminous material and gravel, and bordered by metal gravel stops.  
The building also connects at its west end via glassed corridors to 226-Building Research to the north and 224-Polymer to the 
south. The corridors with glass panel walls and flat roofs are two-story on their east elevations and three-story on their west 
elevations.  
 
(226) Building Research 
The Building Research building façade faces west onto its adjacent parking lot, accessible from West Drive located further 
west.  Its L-shaped, one-story portico roof extends from the south end of the façade and wraps around to the south elevation.  A 
basement level door is at the east (rear) elevation.  Building Research differs from other general purpose laboratories at its 
south elevation, where ground level is dedicated to loading bays facing onto an asphalt-paved service yard. A small, square 
utility building, with sled roof and clad with glazed beige brick, extends from the west end of this elevation. On this elevation, 
light blue metal panels divided by slender mullions clad the second and third floor walls, with the first floor clad with gray 
metal panels. Only the third floor of this elevation has windows, which are single and fixed.  The building connects at the south 
elevation of its east end via glassed corridors to 225-Instrumentation via a corridor with glass panel walls and flat roof; the 
corridor is two-story on its east elevation and three-story on its west elevation.  
 
Special Purpose Laboratories 
 
Seven of the special purpose laboratories are described below:  
 
(202) Engineering Mechanics 
The Engineering Mechanics building was constructed between 1961 and 1963 in the International Style. It is located near the 
center of the campus, at the southwest corner of the Center and South Drives intersection. The 203-Standard Reference 
Materials Facility was recently constructed to the southwest.  Asphalt-paved driveways connect the roads to asphalt-paved 
parking areas and service yards located to the north, west, and east of the building.  The area around the building is also 
landscaped with a lawn, trees, and bushes.   
 
This building has an irregular plan made up of several sections of varying heights.  The two-story section contains the offices 
and has a rectangular utility-mechanical enclosure on its roof; to its north is a tall one-story garage section.  Most of the 
laboratory section to the west is one-story in height.  Oriented north to south, the Engineering Mechanics building rests on a 
concrete foundation and has an east-facing asymmetrical façade. The shorter east and south sections of the building have 
exterior walls made of red brick laid in a common bond pattern.  A limestone date block engraved with “1961” is embedded 
into south end of the façade wall.  The tall steel-framed laboratory section has walls made of concrete blocks clad with glazed 
beige brick laid in the stretcher bonding pattern.  The east elevation of the utility-mechanical enclosure has a concrete 
decorative screen.  Located at the façade, the main entrance consists of double metal and glass doors surrounded by five lights. 
The entrance is flanked by limestone columns and sheltered by a flat roof bordered with aluminum gravel stops. A concrete 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

 
Continuation Sheet No. 6 
 
 
National Institute of Standards and Technology Headquarters (M: 20-47) 
 
pedestrian walkway connects the entrance to the adjacent parking lot, then continues north to concrete steps with metal 
handrails.  The windows at the façade of the two-story office section are fixed, single aluminum sash with smooth metal 
spandrel panels between the windows.  The second story windows at the north and west elevations of the office section have 
single, aluminum double-hung sashes. The other windows have plain, fixed aluminum sashes. The laboratory section of the 
building has no windows.  The stepped, flat roofs are covered with bituminous gravel, with rooflines bordered by aluminum 
gravel stops. 
 
(206) Concreting Materials  
The Concreting Materials building was constructed between 1966 and 1968 in the International Style. It is located at the south-
central portion of the NIST campus, on the south of South Tip Drive located west of Center Drive. The building is flanked by 
236-Special Projects to the west and three small storage buildings (307, 310, and 422) to the east, and faces onto an asphalt-
paved service yard. The north elevation of the Concrete Materials building is built into a hillside and against a retaining wall, 
with a series of concrete steps with metal railing descending along the elevation.  
 
This tall one-story building has an L-shaped plan and is oriented east to west with a south-facing asymmetrical façade. The 
west section steps down from the rest of the building.  The building has a poured reinforced concrete foundation and concrete 
walls clad in glazed beige brick laid in the stretcher bonding pattern.  A “1966” engraved limestone date block is embedded 
into the wall. Located at the façade, the main entrance is unsheltered, consisting of double steel doors with an adjacent light 
fixture.  The building has no windows.  The roofline of the flat, stepped bituminous graveled roof is bordered by metal gravel 
stops. 
 
(230) Fluid Mechanics  
The Fluid Mechanics building was constructed between 1967 to 1969 in the International Style. It is located near the center of 
the NIST campus, with West Drive to the west, South Drive to the south, and Center Drive to the east.  There is an asphalt-
paved parking lot located to the north that is shared with 231-Industrial; an asphalt-paved service yard is to the south.  The 
building is also surrounded by lawns and trees, and is located on a slightly elevated level from West Drive.  
 
The tall one-story and two-story building has an irregular plan and is oriented north to south with an asymmetrical east-facing 
façade.  The foundation is made of poured reinforced concrete.  Most of the concrete exterior walls are clad with glazed beige 
brick laid in the stretcher bonding pattern, although there is vertical gray metal paneling at the west and part of the south 
elevations.  The “1967” engraved limestone date block is located at the north end of the façade.  Situated at the north end of the 
façade, the main entrance consists of double aluminum and glass doors surrounded by three lights located within a recessed 
opening; the entrance is sheltered by a flat roof covered with bituminous material and gravel.  Concrete pedestrian walkways 
and steps lead up to the adjacent parking lot.  The two-story office windows at the north elevation are fixed aluminum single 
sash windows, flanked by smooth metal spandrel panels above and below.  The building has no additional windows. The flat 
and stepped bituminous and gravel roofs are bordered with metal gravel stops.  A structure, with a corrugated metal gabled roof 
top and concrete foundation, is located directly east of the Fluid Mechanics building; the structure houses a tank and pump for 
waste water in support of hydraulic testing for the building. 
 
(231) Industrial 
The Industrial building was constructed between 1966 to 1968 in the International Style.  It is located near the center of the 
NIST campus, with West Drive to the west, Research Drive to the north, and Center Drive to the east.  There is an asphalt-
paved parking lot located to the south that is shared with 230-Fluid Mechanics; an asphalt-paved service yard is to the north 
and northwest.  The building is also surrounded by lawns, trees, and bushes.  It is located on an elevated level from West Drive, 
with two sets of concrete steps and metal handrails connecting the building’s asphalt-paved parking lot and service yard to the 
road below.  
 
The one-story and tall one-story building has an irregular plan and is oriented north to south with an asymmetrical east-facing 
façade.  The foundation is made of poured reinforced concrete.  Most of the concrete exterior walls are clad with glazed beige 
brick laid in the stretcher bonding pattern.  The center section, however, is clad in vertical gray metal panels.  Situated at the 
south end of the façade, the main entrance consists of double aluminum and glass doors located within a recessed opening with 
limestone panels above.  A “1966” engraved limestone date block is located to the south of this entrance.  The entrance 
connects to a concrete pedestrian walkway that goes to the adjacent parking lot to the south, Center Drive, and other parts of 
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the building.  There are two sets of concrete stairs near the southwest side of the building.  The office windows at the south 
elevation are paired fixed aluminum single sash windows, flanked by smooth metal spandrel panels above and below; each set 
of window and panels is framed by slender limestone mullions.  Most of the east and west elevations have aluminum sash 
ribbon windows just below the rooflines.  The roof is flat and covered in bituminous and gravel, with metal gravel stops 
bordering the rooflines. 
 
(233) Sound  
The Sound building was constructed between 1965 and 1968 in the International Style. It is located in the northwest area of the 
campus, at the northwest corner of West and Sound Drives.  320-CCC is located to the north, and the property line and Quince 
Orchard Road are to the west.  There is an asphalt-paved parking lot located to the south of the building and an asphalt-paved 
service yard to the east; the building is also surrounded by lawns, trees, and bushes.  The ground gently slopes down from north 
to south. 
 
This one-story and tall one-story building has an irregular-shaped plan and is oriented east to west. The asymmetrical façade 
faces south.  The main rectangular section of the building has taller boxy wings located at each opposite long elevation end.  
The foundation is made of poured reinforced concrete and most of the concrete exterior walls are clad with glazed beige brick 
laid in the stretcher bonding pattern.  The center section of the main building, however, is clad in vertical gray metal panels. 
The “1966” engraved limestone date block is located at the east end of the south elevation.  The main entrance located at the 
façade consists of double aluminum and glass doors located within a recessed opening framed with limestone panels. The 
entrance connects to a masonry pedestrian walkway that leads to the parking lot to the south.  The façade and north elevation 
have mostly paired and one single, fixed aluminum single sash windows, flanked by smooth metal spandrel panels above and 
below; each set of window and panels is framed by slender limestone mullions.  The tall wings at each end have no 
fenestration. The roof is flat and covered in bituminous and gravel, with metal gravel stops bordering the rooflines. 
 
(236) Hazards  
The Hazards building was constructed between 1966 and 1968 in the International Style. It is located in the south-central 
portion of the NIST campus, at the south side of South Tip Drive, west of Center Drive.  206-Concreting Materials, and three 
small storage buildings (307, 310, and 422) are located to the east of the Hazards building.  The east section of the north 
elevation is built into a hillside and retaining wall; this section also has two linear rectangular underground structures with flat 
roofs which extend north side by side into the hillside, transitioning to open concrete shafts.  A concrete stairway descends 
from the hillside and retaining wall adjacent to the northeast elevation.  The southeast section of the building faces onto an 
asphalt-paved area; the rest of the building is generally surrounded by lawns, trees, bushes, and rolling terrain.   
 
This one-story and tall one-story building has an irregular-shaped plan oriented east to west.  The south-facing façade is 
asymmetrical.  The foundation is made of poured reinforced concrete.  Most of the building is made of reinforced concrete and 
clad in glazed beige brick laid in a stretcher bond pattern.  The concrete walls of the south and west elevations of the west 
wing, however, are exposed.  The building’s north (rear) elevation has both glazed beige brick and exposed concrete walls.  
The main entrance is located in a recessed section near the east end of the asymmetrical facade. It consists of double aluminum 
and glass doors flanked by side lights and a light above.  Above the lights is a limestone slab.  A “1966” engraved limestone 
date block is located to the west of this entrance, which faces onto a granite landing that connects to a concrete pedestrian 
pathway leading to the asphalt-paved area.  The office section near the west section of the façade has several recessed paired, 
single sash aluminum-framed windows with smooth metal spandrel panels above and below divided by slender aluminum 
mullions. Most of the north elevation consists of blow out panels.  The stepped roof is flat bituminous and gravel and is 
bordered with gravel stops. 
 
(237 and 238) Non-Magnetic Laboratory 
The Non-Magnetic Laboratory consists of two buildings connected by a covered walkway, all constructed between 1964 and 
1968.  Together, they are oriented north to south.  Building 237 is at the south end and built in the International Style and 
building 238 to the north with no architectural style.  The buildings are located west of building 235-NCNR, which in turn is 
west of Center Drive.  The surrounding terrain is generally flat, with lawns and a few trees.   
 
Building 237 is one-story tall with an irregular plan and south-facing asymmetrical façade.  The building has a poured 
reinforced concrete foundation and concrete walls clad in glazed beige brick laid in the stretcher bonding pattern.  Located at 
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the asymmetrical south-facing façade, the main entrance is unsheltered, consisting of double aluminum and glass doors with an 
adjacent light fixture and metal panel mounted above.  The windows at the façade, and east and north elevations are single, 
fixed aluminum sashes, flanked above and below by smooth metal spandrel panels with slender aluminum mullions.  The west 
elevation has no windows.  The roofline of the flat bituminous graveled roof is bordered by metal gravel stops.   
 
Building 238 is three-stories tall with a rectangular plan with an asymmetrical south-facing façade.  The building has a poured 
reinforced concrete foundation and exterior walls clad with vinyl siding.  Located at the façade, the main entrance is sheltered 
by the covered walkway.  It consists of double metal doors.   Single and paired aluminum windows, with a tall fixed sash 
paired with a smaller moveable sash below, are at the second and third floors.  The west elevation has no fenestration. The 
roofline of the flat bituminous graveled roof is bordered by metal gravel stops.  The covered walkway is built over a concrete 
path.  It is supported by simple rectangular posts as well as several vinyl siding-clad angled braces.  The sides of the flat 
walkway roof are clad with vinyl siding, and the top has bituminous material and gravel.  Ducts going between the two 
buildings are mounted onto the underside of the roof. 
 
Maintenance and Service Buildings 
 
The following are the four maintenance and service buildings: 
 
(301) Supply and Plant 
The Supply and Plant building was constructed between 1962 and 1964 in the International Style, with a 2013 addition at the 
south end. It is located at the northwest side of the campus, between Research, West, Steam, and Service Drives.  303-Service, 
420-Storage Building, and 428-Facilities Building are located to the west of the supply and plant building.  There is an asphalt-
paved parking area to the north of the building next to Research Drive; to the southwest is an asphalt-paved service yard.  The 
surrounding terrain is generally flat, with lawns, trees, and bushes.   
 
This one-story building has an irregular-shaped plan and is oriented north to south.  The east-facing façade is asymmetrical.  
The east-facing section of the building contains the offices, while the others are service sections with loading bays.  The 
original part of the building has a poured reinforced concrete foundation and exterior walls made of red brick laid in a common 
bond pattern.  There is a concrete decorative screen at the part of the north (rear) elevation between the office and service 
sections.  The main entrance is located at the central part of the façade.  It consists of double aluminum and glass doors located 
within a recessed opening clad with limestone; the entrance is sheltered under a short overhanging flat roof with aluminum 
gravel stops.  Most of the office section windows are single, fixed aluminum sashes, flanked above and below by smooth 
spandrel panels with aluminum mullions. There are also fixed aluminum sash ribbon windows with smooth metal spandrel 
panels at this section.  The roofline of the building’s flat, stepped bituminous graveled roof is bordered by metal gravel stops.  
The addition at the south end consists of two wings; one is one-story and the other a tall one-story height.  The exterior walls of 
the addition are clad with metal panels and red brick.  The addition has no other fenestration, and its roof is flat. 
 
(302) Steam and Chilled Water Generation Plant (SCWGP) 
The Steam and Chilled Water Generation Plant building was constructed between 1961 and 1964 in the International Style with 
1990s and early 2010s additions at the west end.  It is located at the northwest side of the campus, at the southwest corner of 
Steam and West Drives.  305-Cooling Tower and 317-Cooling Tower West are located to the west of the SCWGP building.  
There is an asphalt-paved parking area to the north of the building and next to Steam Drive; to the south is an asphalt-paved 
service yard accessed via an asphalt-paved driveway connecting to South Drive.  The surrounding terrain is generally flat, with 
lawns, trees, bushes, and a low retaining wall at the recessed portion of the east elevation.   
 
This building has a nearly L-shaped plan and is oriented east to west, with a north-facing asymmetrical façade.  The office 
section in the middle of the building is one-story and the rest is a tall one-story height.  The building has a poured reinforced 
concrete foundation.  The exterior walls are made of red bricks laid in a common bond pattern; there are concrete decorative 
screens just below the roofline on the east elevation.  The main entrance is located at the east section of the façade.  It consists 
of double aluminum and glass doors located within a recessed opening clad with bricks, with a single light located above the 
door.  A “1961” engraved limestone date block is embedded into the wall to the west of the entrance.  .  The office section is 
setback and has several aluminum-frame fixed windows flanked above and below by smooth metal spandrel panels.  There are 
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no other window openings. The rooflines of the building’s flat, stepped bituminous graveled roof are bordered by metal gravel 
stops.   
 
(303) Service 
The Service building was constructed between 1962 and 1964 in no architectural style, and has an addition under construction 
at its north end.  It is located at the northwest side of the campus, at the northeast corner of Service and Steam Drives.  301-
Supply and Plant, 420-Storage Building, and 428-Facilities Building are located to the north and east.  The building is 
surrounded by an asphalt-paved service yard and parking area, with some minimal landscaping involving lawns and trees.  The 
terrain is generally flat.   
 
This one-story building has an irregular plan and is oriented north to south, with a south-facing asymmetrical façade.  The 
building has a poured reinforced concrete foundation.  Most of the exterior walls are made of red brick laid in a common bond 
pattern; a small section in the middle appears to be metal clad.  The main entrance is located at the façade.  It consists of single 
metal doors located within a glass enclosed portico with a single light above the door.   Another similar entrance, also within a 
glass enclosed portico, is located at the west elevation.  These entrances are sheltered by a wide flat roof that wraps around the 
façade and west elevation; the roof is supported by simple metal posts.  The bituminous graveled roof also shelters some 
parking spaces at the façade.  The façade and west elevation of the office area have single double-hung sash aluminum 
windows.  The other elevations have a few other double-hung as well as fixed aluminum sash windows with smooth metal 
spandrel panels.  The rooflines of the building’s flat, stepped bituminous graveled roof are bordered by metal gravel stops.  The 
one-story addition has concrete block walls clad with red bricks.   
 
(306) Building 306 
Building 306 was constructed between 1961 and 1964 in no architectural style.  It is located at the west side of the campus, at 
the northwest corner of Service and South Drives.  309-Grounds Maintenance and 311-Grounds Storage Shed are located to the 
north, and the property line and Quince Orchard Road are to the west.  The area within the fencing is asphalt-paved, but there 
are also lawns, most at the west side.   The terrain is generally flat.  The substation buildings are located at the east end and 
consists of an indoor component of the substation connected at its west elevation to an outdoor component.  There is one metal 
rectangular plan gable roof building and two small, metal enclosed open equipment areas at the west section of the enclosure.   
 
The indoor substation component is one-story tall, rectangular in plan, and has no architectural style.  It is oriented north to 
south, and has an east-facing symmetrical façade.  The building has a poured reinforced concrete foundation.  The concrete 
walls are clad with red brick laid in a stretcher bond pattern.  The building has no windows.  The roofline of the bituminous 
graveled roof is bordered by metal gravel stops.  The outdoor substation component is also oriented north to south.  It has 
exposed transformers and other visible elements, and includes two red brick enclosures, one with one room and the other with 
two, that are open at the west elevation.   
 
Building Predating Campus 
 
(308) Bowman House 
The Bowman House was constructed between 1952 and 1953 in the Minimal Traditional style as a single-family residence.  
The building is located at the west end of the campus, at the southwest end of Bowman Drive leading directly into the asphalt-
paved parking lot located west of the house. A driveway circles the house and connects to asphalt-paved pedestrian walkways 
that lead to the house.  Most of the building is surrounded by a wooded area, except on the west side where there are two 
single-family residences built in 1948 that are located outside the NIST property.  There are two wood sheds sheltered by 
gambrel roofs located near the house, as well as 419-Temporary Building.  The Bowman House was originally used by NBS 
for Building Research Division experiments, and was a daycare center by 1983.  It is today vacant.  There is a significant 1988 
addition at the south (rear) elevation that doubled the size of the building.   
 
The one-story tall house is oriented east to west and has an irregular plan. The asymmetrical façade faces north.  The 
foundation is poured reinforced concrete and the exterior of this wood-framed house is clad with vinyl siding.  The primary 
entrance at the façade consists of a single replacement door, flanked on either side by narrow side lights and paneling.  The 
entrance is sheltered by the primary roof; a concrete ramp with metal hand rails connects the entrance to the adjacent asphalt-
paved area.  There are several other single door entrances at other elevations.  These include one located within an original 
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enclosed porch and another leading into the basement level, both at the south (rear) elevation of the original house.  The 
windows are all vinyl sash and flanked by fixed vinyl shutters. The multi-gabled roof is clad with asphalt shingles.   
 
Other Elements at the NIST Headquarters 
 
1. Flagpole (circa 1966):  Mounted east of the Administration Building in a landscaped setting surrounded by a rectangular 

drive, the circular base of this metal flagpole is inscribed with a quote from George Washington to the Constitutional 
Convention, 1787:  “Let us raise a standard to which the wise and the honest can repair.”  

2. Sundial (first mounted at the original NBS campus in 1948 and moved to Gaithersburg in circa 1966):  This bronze sundial 
on a masonry base is located at the north end of the Administration Building’s inner courtyard  

3. Newton apple tree (planted April 1966):  Taken off a cutting from the original tree at the old NBS District of Columbia 
campus and planted in a plaza located north of the research library in the Administration Building; labeled with a metal 
plaque with the inscription “Science has its traditions as well as its frontiers” 

4. District of Columbia NBS chemical laboratory 1916 cornerstone:  Placed in 2007 in a plaza located north of the research 
library in the Administration Building 

5. District of Columbia NBS gates and gateposts (first constructed at the original NBS campus and moved to Gaithersburg in 
1976):  Metal gates mounted onto gateposts made of ashlar stone; a bronze “National Bureau of Standards” plaque is 
mounted on the north side of each post.  They are located on North Drive, and are north of the drive leading to the 
Administration Building  

6. Carbon dioxide tank enclosure:  located between buildings 221-Physics and 223-Materials, just north of an asphalt-paved 
service yard 

7. Test exposure wall (first built at the original NBS campus in 1948 and moved to Gaithersburg in 1977):  Located north of 
the west end of Conservation Lane at the south end of the campus  

8. Two baseball fields (1997-98):  Located at the east end of the campus, east of East Drive near the Administration Building  
9. Picnic area with picnic benches and a playground (established circa 1966, but fixture replacements in the circa early 

2000s):  Located within a wooded area at the east end of the campus, east of East Drive and west of the baseball fields  
10. Two concrete culverts (constructed circa 2000):  Poured concrete box culverts with wing walls for a swale leading to Long 

Draught Branch 
11. Stormwater management pond (constructed sometime between 2002 and 2014) 
12. Aboveground utilities features:  Such as sewer line access  
13. Vinyl coated chain link fencing (installed circa 2000s and 2010s)  
14. Property signage (installed circa 1990 to present): Includes 1) circa 1990 and modern metal signs mounted on metal poles 

located at building primary entrances and 2) modern signs located at the primary entrance at Bureau Drive, at the southeast 
corner of W. Diamond Avenue and Quince Orchard Road, and along Quince Orchard Road 

15. Campus roads (1962-65, except for Bowman Drive-circa 1990s):  Bureau Drive, North Drive, South Drive, Research 
Drive, Service Drive, Steam Drive, West Drive, Center Drive, East Drive, South Tip Drive, Conservation Lane, and 
Bowman Drive  

16. Various parking lots (mostly 1962-65) associated with buildings  
17. Designed and natural landscaping (circa 1965-66) including two wooded areas at the southwest section of the property 

and two sizeable ponds at the east end.  The property also consists of a good portion of the landscaping planted by 1966 
based on a detailed basic planting plan that included more than 3,000 trees and shrubs (National Bureau of Standards:  
Technical News Bulletin, p. 205)  The trees include large deciduous, small and flowering, and coniferous/evergreen 
(“Materials Planted on N.B.S. Site, pp. [1]-[3]). 

 
Historic Context 
 
The Agency in the District of Columbia 
 
The Gaithersburg location has been headquarters for the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) since the mid-
1960s, a Federal agency originally known as the National Bureau of Standards (NBS).  The agency’s history goes back to 
March 3, 1901, when NBS was chartered by the United States Congress, replacing the Office of Standard Weights and 
Measures, a small agency staffed by a small number of employees.  The Office of Standard Weights and Measures had been 
founded in 1836 as part of Coast and Geodetic Survey, that was in turn part of the U.S. Treasury Department (Cochrane, p. 27), 
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to ensure standards measures were being used to calculate customs duties on imported goods (“The Lost Hilltop Home of the 
National Bureau of Standards”). However, the Office’s abilities were limited, with no national standards set even while the 
United States was a leader in scientific and commercial developments; instruments needed to be sent to European laboratories 
for recalibration.  It became increasingly imperative to establish a national standardizing laboratory in the United States 
(Cochrane, p. 38).   
 
Like the Office of Standard Weights and Measures, NBS was originally part of the Treasury Department and was the first 
physical science research laboratory for the U.S. Federal government.  NBS oversaw scientific and engineering standards for 
measurements such as length and mass, but also temperature, light and time (Celebrating our Centennial, “The Founding”).  
The agency also conducted tests to establish safety and quality standards for manufactured goods.  NBS was founded during a 
critical time when technology was rapidly changing and products of the industrial age, such as the telephone, airplane, 
automobile, and electric light bulb, required standardization (“The Lost Hilltop Home of the National Bureau of Standards”).  
NBS’s first director was Samuel W. Stratton, a physicist who held that position until 1923. Stratton was instrumental in 
initiating and promoting the establishment of the agency, finding and planning a permanent home for the new agency, and 
continuing to successfully shape its growth (Cochrane, p. 49).  
 
In 1901, NBS temporarily occupied the old Office of Standards Weights and Measures in the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
building at New Jersey Avenue and B Street in the southeast quadrant of Washington, D.C. (Cochrane, p. 56).  However, the 
facility was limiting, since NBS required a location where there would be no noise, electrical, and light disturbance from 
traffic, streetcars, and city lights.  In addition, the buildings needed to be solid, using twice the number of construction 
materials as an ordinary office building, with complex and extensive plumbing, heating, and wiring.  Ancillary buildings were 
also needed for engines, pumps, heavy machinery, and fabricating sensitive scientific instruments (Cochrane, p. 45).   
 
In 1903, NBS moved to a new permanent District of Columbia location at Connecticut Avenue and Upton Street in the 
northwest quadrant.  The area was still semi-rural at the time.  Reminiscent of a college campus, Neoclassical Revival was its 
predominant architectural style (“The Lost Hilltop Home of the National Bureau of Standards”).  This would be the NBS home 
for the next six decades, expanding so that its original 7.46 acre size grew to about 70 acres by the 1950s (Kluttz, p. B1).  The 
NBS became part of the newly formed Department of Commerce and Labor in 1903 (Cochrane, p. 68).  When these two 
departments split in 1913, NBS came under the jurisdiction of the Department of Commerce (Cochrane, p. 153).   
 
The NBS campus was showing its age by the end of World War II, after decades of heavy use, lack of proper maintenance, and 
random growth, especially during the war (Cochrane, p. 503).   By 1955 there were 89 buildings, of which 53 were temporary; 
the average age of the permanent buildings was 30 years and many of the temporary ones had surpassed their life expectancies.  
Research divisions would often be divided up because there was no area that could accommodate them in their entirety; the 
average division was housed in eight buildings (Passaglia, p. 475).  Attic, cellar, and even hallway and stairwell spaces were 
used for laboratory work (“New Center for U. S. Standards,” p. 27).   
 
In addition to the aging infrastructure, science and technology had changed tremendously since the turn of the twentieth 
century when the NBS facility was constructed, a time when the space and computer age was still in the distant future.  
Because of World War II era developments in nuclear physics, atomic energy, electronics, mathematics, aviation, and missile 
research, NBS was at the American forefront of a post-war scientific revolution (Cochrane, p. 510).   The importance of 
science and technology for national welfare and the Federal government’s role in it became clear, bringing an urgent demand 
for new and more accurate standards, better measurement methods, and greater availability of data on materials’ properties 
(National Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, p. 198).   
 
New space was also needed for the mechanical engineering laboratory for thrust measurements for new missiles; the radiation 
laboratory, for safety studies of radiation exposure; and a building, for programs on neutron and fission physics measurements, 
radiation damage, and radioisotopes applications.   All of these were applications no longer practical or possible in the 
Washington, D.C. laboratories (Cochrane, pp. 507-08).   NBS’s growth during this time was also reflected in its establishment 
of a laboratories facility in Boulder, Colorado, in 1954 (Cochrane, p. 472).    
 
Modernizing the existing District of Columbia property was initially considered, but its limitations were soon apparent.  For 
one, the former pastoral lands surrounding NBS were now developed with residential neighborhoods, creating the same 
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mechanical, electric, and atmospheric disturbances the agency had escaped decades earlier (Cochrane, p. 504).   Vulnerability 
to an atomic attack during this nuclear age was also a consideration, being only a few miles away from the center of the 
nation’s capital (Passaglia, p. 475). In addition, the existing property would not be able to accommodate much needed newer 
technology such as a 12 million pound force machine (National Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, p. 201).   
 
Move to Gaithersburg 
 
Led by its Director Dr. Allen V. Astin, NBS began approaching the U.S. Congress in 1956 for funding to move to a new 
location.  Austin served as Director from 1951 to 1969, after coming to NBS as a scientist during the early 1930s.  He became 
chief of the Bureau’s electronics and ordnance division.  He would play a leading role in the development of the proximity 
fuse, a critical invention for the allies during World War II (Schooley, NIST Culture of Excellence Article #2 and Sullivan).  
While the House Appropriations Committee denied a $2.75 million request to buy land and draft plans for a new facility, the 
Senate Appropriations Committee recommended $930,000 to begin the process, but only if NBS selected a site.  In addition to 
following their own requirements of a property at least 20 miles away from the center of the District of Columbia and not in the 
Washington-Baltimore corridor, the General Services Administration (GSA) searched for a site based on NBS requirements 
that the property must be at least 400 acres; relatively level and reasonably high; accessible by highway; and convenient to the 
homes of most of the NBS scientists.   
 
The current Gaithersburg site was formerly called Bellevue, a farm owned by the Diamond family (The City of Gaithersburg, 
p. 28); it was the first choice for both GSA and Dr. Astin (National Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, p. 201).  
Many of the NBS professional staff lived nearby at the Maryland and District of Columbia border, and the property was readily 
accessible to Interstate 70S/U.S. 240 (later renamed Interstate 270).   
 
Purchased on July 6, 1956, the new location was about 20 miles northwest of the existing NBS facility, and the 579.5-acre size 
allowed for its buildings to maintain isolation while the property could accommodate future growth (National Bureau of 
Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, pp. 198 and 204).  Similar moves to rapidly growing District of Columbia bedroom 
communities were also being made at the time by the Atomic Energy Commission, another Federal agency, to nearby in 
Germantown, as well as large corporations such as IBM, Fairchild Industries, and Comsat (Bredemeier, p. A8).   
 
With the Gaithersburg location selected, Congress approved funds for preliminaries such as the site survey, purchase of the 
land, and preparation of plans and specifications (Passaglia, pp. 477).  The property was located in an agricultural setting with 
the same quiet and vibration-free appeal the Connecticut Avenue location once had.  NBS worked with Montgomery County 
Council to ensure no unrestricted industrial zoning would take place within a mile of the new facility (Anderson, p. B1).  The 
property cost about $750,000, with expenses to be about $70 million for the buildings and $45 million for special facilities and 
equipment (Cochrane, p. 505).   
 
Voorhees, Walker, Smith, and Smith, a New York City-based architectural firm was awarded the GSA contract in late 1956. 
Their extensive experience with post-World War II large research laboratory design included laboratories for Dupont, General 
Electric, Ford, IBM, and Bell Telephone Laboratories.  Staff from NBS and the architectural firm visited many of the newer 
laboratories, and also welcomed NBS staff recommendations.  Voorhees, Walker, Smith, and Smith worked closely with the 
Public Buildings Service division of GSA for several months making studies of feasible configurations for the new 
headquarters, including one which would have resulted in a single building with a hexagon-shaped plan.  It was determined, 
however, that a single building could not work because some of the activities were not compatible, and the facility would be 
more economical as several buildings.  Therefore, a multi-structure campus was designed (National Bureau of Standards:  
Technical News Bulletin, pp. 201-02).  The architects presented a model of the proposed facility in June 1960, six months after 
the construction budget was approved by the U. S. Congress for fiscal year 1961.  The model was released to the public in the 
newspapers (Passaglia, p. 483).   
 
The campus was built in five phases, beginning with initial site work (including fencing, paving, and utility installation), a 
central boiler plant for the complex, and an engineering mechanics laboratory.  GSA awarded the first construction phase to the 
Paul Tishman Company based in New York City.  Ground was broken for the engineering mechanics laboratory on June 14, 
1961, officiated by Secretary of Commerce Luther M. Hodges who used the same gold-plated shovel used for the 1915 
chemistry building groundbreaking ceremony at the original NBS location (Passaglia, p. 483).   
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The second phase began in 1962 by the Blake Construction Co., Inc. of Washington, D.C., constructing the administration 
building, a radiation physics laboratory, shops, a service building, and supply and plant buildings.  Site and road work and 
outside utilities installation were also done during this phase.  J. W. Bateson Co. of Dallas, Texas, was the construction 
company for the third and fourth phases.  The third phase began in 1963 and added seven general purpose laboratories.  The 
fourth phase started three years later to include special purpose laboratories (sound, hazards, industrial, and concreting 
materials).  The fifth phase included a fluid mechanics building, nonmagnetic laboratory, and gatehouse.  The sound, hazards, 
industrial, concreting materials, and non-magnetic buildings were completed in 1968, with fluid mechanics in the following 
year (Passaglia, p. 489).  When finished, the new NBS facility would have 26 buildings.  It also appears an additional ten acres 
were acquired between 1966 and 1970 to make the campus its current 579.5 acre size (Schooley, Responding to National 
Needs, p. 876). 
 
The first permanent employees, part of a skeleton crew for the plant division, started work at the new location on March 27, 
1962.  By October 1963, staff continuously maintained the steam and chilled water generation plant.  The first scientific staff 
moved in during May 1963.  Office of Weights and Measures and Engineering Mechanics Section staff moved in during 
October of that same year.  The administration building and physics building were occupied by 1965 (Passaglia, p. 488), with 
the general purpose laboratories staff and library relocated in 1966 (Passaglia, p. 489).   
 
A March 3, 1966, ceremony commemorated the move to Gaithersburg of the two key measurement standards, the meter bar 
and the kilogram weight, taken from the vault of the old NBS location; NBS had obtained the standards in 1901 when the 
agency was established (Browning).  The new NBS headquarters was dedicated on November 15, 1966, at the courtyard facing 
the library, followed by self-conducted tours of the laboratories.  By then, the labs had already been in use for about three years 
(Kelly).  The dedication was followed by a two-day symposium on “Technology and World Trade” (National Bureau of 
Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, p. 198).   
 
NBS was designed to be like a university campus with its multiple individual buildings, intended to be attractive to scientists 
and engineers and stimulate scientific productivity (Passaglia, p. 480 and “Summary of Files on Gaithersburg,” p. [1]).  The 
central administration building was the tallest with its eleven-story tower, housing all activities that were office-related only.  It 
had the Director’s office, most of the administrative support offices, meeting rooms, two auditoriums, a library, a small 
museum, and dining facilities, and was surrounded by a shops building and seven general purpose laboratory buildings 
(National Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, pp. 203-04).  These buildings, housing metrology, physics, 
chemistry, materials, polymers, instrumentation and building research, were connected via enclosed above ground corridors.  
The general purpose laboratories were built to be nearly identical to one another, at three stories in height (Passaglia, p. 487).  
The labs were staggered so that each could receive maximum light, with offices on the outside and labs on the inside (National 
Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, p. 207).  Construction was modular, with the basic office at 11 ft. x 16 ft. and 
laboratory module at 11 ft. x 24 ft, meant to promote flexibility (Passaglia, p. 487).   
 
The Gaithersburg campus included the capability for basic research into the composition of matter and how radiation affects 
the basic properties of materials (National Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, p. 199).  A one million pound dead 
weight machine, built into the engineering mechanics building, was an important new tool critical for the United States space 
program to measure the weight and thrust of satellites.  This equipment allowed scientists to more accurately check force-
measuring devices such as those used by NASA to measure rocket thrust.  Before the move to the new facility, thrust was being 
measured by equipment from the 1920s which had a 100,000 pound capability (“New Center for U. S. Standards,” p. 27).   The 
engineering mechanics building would also house a 12 million pound force machine, too large to be located at the old location.   
The one million pound dead weight machine is still located at the NIST headquarters; the 12 million pound force machine is as 
well, although it has been mothballed (Hayes). 
 
The linear electron accelerator (linac), no longer in place, was another highlight of the new facility.  The device sprayed a beam 
of electrons, producing the densest electron beam of any machine known at that time.  Used in the fast growing industrial field 
of radiation processing, the device was used to sterilize pharmaceuticals, cure plastics, vulcanize rubber, and pasteurize food 
(“New Center for U. S. Standards,” p 27).  NBS determined the accurate levels of radiation for this processing.   
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Additional responsibilities were given to NBS in 1965 as the central repository for Federal government unclassified scientific 
reports at the Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical Information and make them available to private industry.  The 
new National Standard Reference Data System was used to centralize the data (“Expanded Role Assigned to Bureau of 
Standards,” p. A10).  
 
With its rural setting, the new location was similar to how the original facility was when it was first established.  However, this 
facility was significantly larger, 575 acres as compared to the 70 acres of the original location (Kluttz, p. B1).  The grounds 
were carefully planned, with a detailed basic planting plan including more than 3,000 trees and shrubs that had already been 
planted by 1966 (National Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, p. 205).   The plantings on the graded former farm 
land included large deciduous, small and flowering, and coniferous/evergreen trees; evergreen and flowering shrubs; azaleas 
and rhododendron; ground covers; and daffodil and narcissi bulbs.  Trees with large numbers planted include red maple, red 
oak, white dogwood, white pine, and Scots pine (“Materials Planted on N.B.S. Site”).  Ponds were also created at the east end 
of the headquarters, although the two wooded areas already existed.  The larger wooded area to the southwest was preserved as 
an open, flowering wooded area with winding paths, with azaleas planted in the sunny areas.  The other smaller wooded area at 
the east end of the property was kept as a glade with light shade, grass, and picnic benches (National Bureau of Standards:  
Technical News Bulletin, p. 205).  Landscape planning was important; as an NBS committee formed during property planning 
indicated, “The grounds must possess the kind of pleasant garden-type atmosphere that we have come to associate with a 
campus (“Summary of Files on Gaithersburg,” p. 2).” In 1992, the property boasted 400 acres of lawn, 67 acres of wooded 
area, two four-acre ponds with mallards, black ducks, and Canada geese.  During that same decade, the azaleas and 
rhododendrons were replaced with deer-resistant shrubs, plants, and ground covers.  The groves between the two ponds were 
planted between 1965 and 1978 with the 53 officially designated trees of the states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 
the Virgin Islands (Passaglia, p. 490 and Hayes).   
 
During this era of the U.S. Interstate Highway System and the dominance of the automobile, each building had its own parking 
area connected to a system of roads within the campus.  Electricity was furnished by an on-site substation owned and operated 
by the Potomac Electric Power Company (National Bureau of Standards:  Technical News Bulletin, pp. 203-04).  One existing 
building was retained in the final facility and continues to stand today, the Bowman House, constructed in the early 1950s.  The 
former residence was originally used for experiments by NBS’s Building Research Division to test the effectiveness of 
insulation in older homes.  In 1983 it was converted to a daycare center, with an addition built onto it five years later 
(Schooley, Responding to National Needs pp. 180-81).  The building is today vacant and is under contract to be demolished. 
 
The apple tree planted in the Administration Building courtyard in April 1966 is reputed to be a direct descendant of the tree 
attributed to Sir Isaac Newton and gravity.  It grew from a cutting taken from the tree at the old NBS location in the District of 
Columbia; while this original tree has since died, a cutting was taken from the Gaithersburg apple tree to grow another tree at 
the Washington location (Martin).   
 
Another feature of the original campus brought over to the new location at that time was the 1948 sundial originally installed 
by staff in honor of Lyman J. Briggs, who was NBS Director from 1932-45 (Celebrating our Centennial, “From NBS to 
NIST”).  The original sundial designer, R. Newton Mayall, provided advice during the move to the new administration building 
courtyard.  To celebrate NBS’s 75th anniversary in 1976, the main entrance gates and pillars of the District of Columbia 
campus were moved to the Gaithersburg location (Passaglia, p. 485); a section of pillars and fencing still remains in 
Washington (Martin).  In the following year, a test exposure wall, constructed at the Washington NBS location in 1948, was 
also moved to Gaithersburg (Passaglia, p. 491).  Except for the Newton apple tree and sections of pillars and fencing, all other 
elements associated with the old facility have been demolished (Martin).  The agency was renamed the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology in 1988, and continues to occupy this Gaithersburg location as its headquarters. 
 
The General Services Administration 
 
The GSA was established in reaction to the significant expansion of the Federal government during the Great Depression and 
World War II, a growth trend that did not end after the war (Robinson and Foell, p. 28).  The Federal agency was established as 
the result of the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (63 Stat. 377).  Section 210 of this act (40 USC 490) 
gave the GSA administrator authority to operate, maintain, and protect Federal buildings.  This person was also authorized to 
acquire land, contract for the preparation of plans and specifications for Federal facilities, and construct and equip these 
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buildings.  The Public Buildings Service division was created to handle all real-property operations (Robinson and Foell, p. 
29).  Passage of the Public Buildings Act of 1959 meant GSA was responsible for Federal building construction (Robinson and 
Foell, p. 11). Following this act, design and construction rates increased dramatically (Robinson and Foell, p. 41).   The 1950s, 
60s, and 70s were decades of extensive Federal government expansion, with the number of Federal employees and budget, and 
GSA buildings greatly increasing.  Between 1960 and 1976, GSA had more than 700 building projects across the country 
(Robinson and Foell, p. 6).  The 1960s was especially an especially busy decade for construction, with 285 projects completed, 
although this was followed by a period of decreased building due to budget constraints, inflation, and military action in 
Vietnam (Robinson and Foell, p. 52).  
 
The more common practice of hiring architects and designers from the private sector, rather than using a Federal government 
architect, was an important change that came about during the early years of the GSA (Robinson and Foell, p. 36).  Employing 
Voorhees, Walker, Smith, and Smith to design the NIST campus is reflective of this trend.  It was becoming harder to see the 
differences between public and private buildings, and an increasingly pro-business American climate saw the government as a 
business.  GSA oversaw and managed the work being conducted by the architectural and engineering firms (Robinson and 
Foell, pp. 36-37).     
 
International Style 
 
The International Style began in Western Europe during the 1920s, with buildings designed by such iconic architects as Walter 
Gropius, Ludwig Mies van de Rohe, Richard Neutra, and Rudolf Schindler.  The style was originally coined in a book by 
Henry-Russell Hitchcock and Philip Johnson entitled The International Style that accompanied an exhibition held at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York City in 1932 (Robinson and Foell, p. 12).  The style did not become popular in the 
United States, however, until  the decades after World War II when heavy building demands in both the public and private 
sectors helped make economy and functionality priorities over architectural and physical distinction (Robinson and Foell, pp. 9 
and 31).  The style was commonly applied to office skyscrapers and other high rise buildings.  Popular building materials 
included concrete, plastics and aluminum, which were extremely economical and well-suited to meet this era’s austere 
architectural trends (Robinson and Foell, p. 31).  Austerity was in fact a goal during planning to decide the general motif of the 
new NIST campus (Passaglia, p. 480).  The minimal architectural ornamentation of Modern era Federal government buildings 
was in sharp contrast to the opulent examples from earlier generations (Robinson and Foell, p. 9).   
 
The International Style is characterized by the absence of ornamentation, box-shaped buildings, expansive windows, smooth 
wall surfaces, and cantilevered building extensions (Robinson and Foell, p. 14).  These character-defining features are present 
at the NIST buildings built during the original 1960s construction phases.  Their flat roofs, lack of ornament, and interlocking 
rectangular wings enhance their box-shaped characteristics.  Spandrel panels at the windows are smooth and unadorned, and 
together help to identify the office spaces located behind them.  While brick was used for the exterior wall surfaces of the 
buildings, including the administration building and general purpose laboratories, most of it was a glazed beige color laid with 
a mortar mix that matched the brick color; this helped to create the illusion of smooth wall surfaces.   
 
The administration building is the most representative example of the International Style at the NIST headquarters, with its tall 
rectangular tower resting on a one-story boxy base, and a visually prominent cantilevered rectangular portico projecting out 
from the primary entrance.  Even its courtyard pond and the low, simple bridge that crosses over it are rectangular forms.  The 
administration building makes extensive use of floor to ceiling glass surfaces to connect exterior and interior spaces, such as at 
the north wall of the lobby, wall of the cafeteria facing onto the courtyard, and library wall facing onto a plaza.  These glass 
walls connected the interiors to these prominent exterior spaces.  The corridors connecting the central buildings on the campus, 
namely the administration building, general purpose laboratories, and the shops, were also built with glass wall surfaces.  It 
was also common practice to continue the exterior wall surfaces and planters into the interior through transparent surfaces, as 
can be seen at the entrances into the administration building lobby where the white marble walls continue from outside to 
inside the building.  The building has, however, two nods to the more fanciful Googie style, with the zigzag-shaped roofline of 
the covered walkway connecting to building 225 and the wave-shaped cafeteria roof.  By applying compression and tension, 
engineers had discovered different shapes can give extra strength to a thin concrete shell (Hess, p. 195).  
 
Modern era public spaces like entrances and lobbies were less grand compared to their predecessors.  While the primary 
entrance into the NIST administration building has a prominent portico, it is located below a narrow side elevation of the tower 
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with a blank brick wall and no fenestration.  Instead, public areas like entrances and lobbies were often finished in higher 
quality materials as compared to the general office spaces for a subtle means of distinction (Robinson and Foell, p. 85).  The 
administration building has granite paving and steps at the primary entrance; and marble applied to the columns supporting the 
cantilevered portico, exterior walls flanking the entrance, and the lobby interior wall surfaces. The presence of the large 
auditorium inside is identified on the exterior through the use of limestone-clad walls and rectangular marble panels on its east 
elevation. 
 
While the new NBS facility would meet much needed technological expectations, its architectural design was perhaps less 
impressive to contemporary critics.  Wolf Von Eckardt, noted art and architecture critic for The Washington Post, stated in his 
1966 review of the new Gaithersburg complex that “little of the excitement and glamor of technological progress [is] reflected 
in the building’s architecture,” and that it “sets a standard only for another low in bureaucratic architecture (Eckardt, p. B1).”  
Federal buildings of this time were considered massive, severe, and disengaged from their surroundings, “debased, reductive” 
versions of the Modern aesthetic.  Instead of being welcoming gathering spaces, the outdoor plazas often incorporated into 
them were seen as barren and inhospitable (Robinson and Foell, p. 9).  However, a recent assessment of GSA buildings from 
the 1950s, 60s, and 70s notes that while many of these buildings lack architectural ornamentation and grandeur from previous 
eras, many have noteworthy qualities that should be evaluated as products of their time (Robinson and Foell, p. 16).  In 
addition, Federal buildings from the 1960s were considered to be successful, with higher design quality as compared to those 
immediately prior and during later eras.  Many mid-1960s buildings were seen as containing excellent juxtaposition of 
materials and forms.  This includes the practice of placing a long, low building next to a tall office tower set on a landscaped 
plaza, a general imitation of the United Nations Headquarters in New York City (Robinson and Foell, p. 51); this is a design 
seen with the administration building at the NIST headquarters.  
 
Significance Evaluation 
 
The NIST headquarters complex was evaluated for significance under National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criteria A, 
B, C, and D using the guidelines set forth in Section VI of National Register Bulletin 15, How to Apply the National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation.  The Modern building evaluation guidelines and GSA eligibility assessment tool in Growth, Efficiency, 
and Modernism:  GSA Buildings of the 1950s, 60s, and 70s were also used during the evaluation. 
 
Criterion A 
The NIST headquarters in Gaithersburg is the culmination of the growth of a government agency that has played an important 
role in the development of American science and industry through standardizations of measurements, temperature, light, and 
time.  The campus is also noted for tests to establish safety and quality standards for manufactured goods.  By the mid-
twentieth century, a new location was much needed for an agency that had outgrown its previous home in the District of 
Columbia.  The Gaithersburg facility met the challenges of the explosive developments in science and technology during that 
time, which included America’s role as a leader in the space program.  The new headquarters was carefully planned to achieve 
important goals; it was built to be like a university campus, with buildings arranged in a spacious, park-like setting, together 
conducive for creative work and teamwork by scientists and engineers.   Original planners of the campus found it important to 
have a pleasant garden-type atmosphere associated with a campus.  The property as a whole has integrity to convey 
significance under this criterion because it retains its original campus layout and design, and the character-defining features of 
individual buildings.  The property also retains characteristics reflective of its scientific work.  For example, six of the seven 
general purposes laboratories still have offices on the outside perimeters of the building with laboratories inside, along with 
their original steel modular walls.  Some important equipment, such as the one million pound dead weight machine, remain 
intact from their original installations.  In addition, the campus is a significant symbol of the Federal presence in the city of 
Gaithersburg; NIST has also helped spur the city’s successful development and growth in recent decades.  Therefore, the NIST 
headquarters is eligible under Criterion A for its association with these patterns of events.   
 
The period of significance under this criterion for this nationally significant historic district is from 1963, when the first 
scientific staff moved to the facility, to 1969 because this is the end year based on the common cultural resource management 
practice of lowering the age limit for NRHP eligibility from 50 years to 45 years to account for lead-time between the 
preparation of environmental documentation and actual project construction.   
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Criterion B 
Allen V. Astin was Director of NIST from 1951 to 1969, during the critical time when the Gaithersburg headquarters was 
being planned and established.  However, this association with the property alone does not make him a significant individual in 
the past.  Therefore, the property is not eligible under Criterion B.   
 
Criterion C 
Original construction of the NIST headquarters in Gaithersburg began in 1961 and ended in 1969 with 26 buildings, most 
designed in the International Style.  The practical, scientific nature of the NIST Federal agency is highly compatible with the 
equally functional characteristics of the architectural style.  The NIST headquarters buildings lack ornamentation; even while 
design elements are present, these also serve practical purposes.  For example, while the cantilevered portico at the primary 
entrance to the Administration Building is visually striking, its main purpose is to provide shelter between the building and the 
adjacent driveway.  The layout of buildings (Administration Building, general purpose laboratories, and Shops) linked by 
connectors, and interlocking wings of individual buildings emphasize the boxy shapes of the International Style. The floor to 
ceiling glass-enclosed connectors also visually link interior spaces with the exterior.  The Administration Building’s 
relationship to the courtyard and library’s relationship with its adjacent plaza are other examples of this outside/inside 
connection.  While much of the exterior walls of the original buildings are made of brick, the bricks were glazed, beige in 
color, and laid in matching mortar to create the illusion of smooth wall surfaces.  Because this campus is a mature product of 
the automobile age, the buildings are readily accessible to parking lots which are in turn connected to roads on the property.  
The carefully planned landscaping was part of a detailed basic planting plan meant to enhance the property’s university 
campus-like qualities.  At an expansive 579.5 acres, the landscaped buffer protects the laboratories from potentially disruptive 
sounds and vibrations coming from their surroundings.   
 
While new buildings have been constructed throughout the property, many at the south and western ends, the campus is largely 
intact both in terms of size, layout, and the original pre-1970 building design.  In their generally unaltered state, the buildings 
and property still retain their character-defining features.  Therefore, the NIST campus exemplifies the GSA’s interpretation of 
the Modernist design philosophy, making effective use of Modern materials, components, and site design; together with the 
carefully planned landscaping, the buildings created an atmosphere conducive to creative thinking.  The Administration 
Building is also individually eligible as a successful example of the GSA’s application of the International Style; it is 
substantially intact with regard to its original architectural design, period of significance, and historic character, preserving its 
significant qualities of integrity.  Therefore, the NIST headquarters is eligible under Criterion C.   
 
The period of significance under this criterion for this nationally significant historic district is 1969 when the last original 
building (202-Fluid Mechanics) was finished and therefore the original campus was completed.  The Administration Building 
is also nationally significant and has a period of significance of 1965 when it was completed and first occupied.  
 
Criterion D 
The buildings on the property were constructed by commonly known techniques, tools, and materials and are unlikely to 
contribute any additional information to our understanding of human history or prehistory, so the NIST headquarters is not 
eligible under Criterion D. 
 
Based on the evaluated criteria and the designation guidelines set forth in Growth, Efficiency, and Modernism, the NIST 
headquarters complex is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criteria A and C.    
 
Integrity Assessment 
 
The NIST headquarters was evaluated against the seven aspects of integrity, namely location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association, as outlined in Section VIII of National Register Bulletin 15, How to Apply the National 
Register Criteria for Evaluation.   
 
The property retains its integrity of location. 
 
The NIST headquarters was established in the mid-1960s when it was still surrounded by farms.   Since that time, the 
surroundings have changed rapidly to include suburban developments such as townhouses and shopping centers.  However, the 
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evaluated property’s landscaped buffer, between its buildings and any outside development, has helped the campus retain its 
original characteristics.  While new buildings and other elements have been added during subsequent decades, they have not 
changed the original visual characteristics of the property, at least in part due to the large size of the campus.  The general 
layout and design of the headquarters, including the streets and parking areas, and of the individual original buildings retain 
their historic characteristics.  Therefore, the property retains an excellent to good level of its setting, feeling, and association.   
 
The property retains 24 of the 26 buildings original to the campus; these were mainly constructed during the 1960s, but 
includes one early 1950s single-family residence.  The original gate house and cooling tower have been demolished.  The 
remaining individual buildings have generally been unaltered, maintaining their character-defining features, including glazed 
brick exterior walls, original metal windows and doors, and flat roof design. While the exterior of the chemistry building 
remains intact, its interior was completely renovated in 2006.  The other original buildings, however, generally retain their 
interior features.  The most architecturally notable building on the campus, the Administration Building, retains high exterior 
and interior integrity that includes some notable spaces as the courtyard, lobby, auditoriums, cafeteria, and library.  The 
property as a whole retains its overall original design, including its landscape design, parking lot and street configurations, and 
placement of individual buildings.  Regarding the landscaping, a comparison of a 1970 aerial photograph against current aerials 
makes it apparent that while some plants may have been removed or added since the original planting, the overall landscaping 
design has been maintained, with many lawn areas, and mature trees intact.  While there has been modern construction on the 
property, its presence does not substantially diminish the NIST headquarters’ integrity, partially due to the large size of the 
property.   Therefore, the property retains an excellent to good level of its design, materials, and workmanship. 
 
Boundary Description and Justification 
 
The eligible boundary for the NIST headquarters is the same as the property’s current parcel lines and contains 579.5 acres.  
This is the land on which the campus stood on when it was originally completed.   
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Contributing and Non-Contributing Elements 
 
The following are the contributing and non-contributing elements of the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP)-eligible National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) headquarters, located within the area of 
potential effects (APE) for the Corridor Cities Transitway Bus Rapid Transit Project.  They are generally listed 
from north to south.  The eligible historic district is 575 acres and with periods of significance ranging from 
1963 to 1969.  Elements extant during the periods of significance and retaining integrity are considered 
contributing to the NRHP significance of the historic district: 
 

National Institute of Standards and Technology  
Contributing (C) and Non-Contributing Elements (NC) 

# Bldg# Element Build Year Integrity C/NC
1 103 Visitors Center Completed 2009 Yes NC 
2 104 Gate House Completed 2009 Yes NC 
3 320 CCC Completed circa 2013 Yes NC 
4 233 Sound  Constructed 1965-68 Yes C 
5 318 ES Consolidated Facility  Completed circa 2014 Yes NC 
6 319 ES Storage Building Completed circa 2014 Yes NC 
7 301 Supply and Plant  Constructed 1962-64 with 

an addition completed in 
2013 at the south end 

Yes C 

8 428 Facilities Building Constructed circa 2009 Yes NC 
9 420  OFPM Storage Building Constructed 1996, moved to 

current location in 2011 
Yes NC 

10 303 Service  Constructed 1962-64 Yes C 
11 309 Grounds Maintenance  Constructed 1974-76 Yes NC 
12 311 Grounds storage shed Completed 1990 Yes NC 
13 306 Building 306 Constructed 1961-64 Yes C 
14 307 Materials Processing Storage Constructed 1970-71 Yes NC 
15 N/A Two concrete culverts for a swale Constructed circa 2000 Yes NC 
16 N/A Stormwater management pond Constructed sometime 

between 2002 and 2014 
Yes NC 

17 N/A Vinyl coated chain link fencing Installed circa 2000s and 
2010s 

Yes NC 
18 N/A Property signage at street side and at building 

primary entrances 
Installed circa 1990 to 
present 

Yes NC 
19 N/A Hardscape including Bureau Drive, North 

Drive, Sound Drive, Research Drive, Steam 
Drive, South Drive, Service Drive, West Drive, 
driveway to building 306, parking lots, and 
service yards 

Constructed circa 1962-65  Yes C 

20 N/A Bowman Drive Constructed circa 1990s Yes  NC 
21 N/A Designed and natural landscaping, including 

lawns and trees:   
Within the APE, most of the original NIST 
landscaping remains, including a wooded area 
that pre-existed the campus and was 
incorporated into the campus design.  The 

Established circa 1965-66 Yes C 
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National Institute of Standards and Technology  
Contributing (C) and Non-Contributing Elements (NC) 

# Bldg# Element Build Year Integrity C/NC
APE includes lawn areas, as well as mature 
trees such as various oaks and pines, red 
maple, crab apple, and America linden that 
were part of the original planting.  A few 
clusters of trees are newer:  at the southeast 
corner of W. Diamond Drive and Quince 
Orchard Road; on the NIST side of the fence 
near Quince Orchard Road and North Drive; 
near the stormwater management pond; the 
northern portion of trees west of Building 320; 
and trees north of Building 309. 

 
Summary of findings: 
 
6    Contributing elements 
15 Non-contributing elements 
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 1957 aerial photograph of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) headquarters area (northern portion) 
when it was still Bellevue, a farm owned by the Diamond family (www.historicaerials.com) 
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 1963 aerial photograph of the NIST headquarters (northern portion) while under construction (www.historicaerials.com) 
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 1970 aerial photograph of the NIST headquarters (northern portion) soon after original construction was completed 
(www.historicaerials.com) 
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1973 campus map with north arrow inserted by author (courtesy of the National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Research Library) 
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Circa early 1970s campus aerial photograph with north arrow inserted by author (courtesy of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology Research Library) 
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Map of the campus at the time of the November 15, 1966 dedication; note of the original buildings, 102-Gate House 

(demolished), 206-Concreting Materials, 230-Fluid Mechanics, 231-Industrial, 233-Sound, 236-Hazards, and 237 and 
238-Non-Magnetic Laboratory, have not yet been completed (National Bureau of Standards.  National Bureau of 

Standards:  Technical News Bulletin.  vol. 50, no. 11 [November 1966]. p. 203) 
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Circa 1962 view southwest at building 202-Engineering Mechanics under construction (courtesy of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology Research Library) 
 

 
Circa 1966 view of the newly completed administration building research library (courtesy of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology Research Library) 
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 # Digital Image File Name Description of View 

1 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_01.tif Building 101 – view southwest at the north elevation 

2 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_02.tif Building 101 – view southwest at the primary 
entrance at the east elevation 

3 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_03.tif Building 101 – view southwest at the walkway 
connecting to building 225; the library is visible in 
the background 

4 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_04.tif Building 101 – view northeast at the pond in the 
courtyard 

5 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_05.tif Building 101 – view southwest at the pond in the 
courtyard 

6 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_06.tif Building 101 – view southeast at the entrance at the 
library’s north elevation 

7 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_07.tif Building 101 – view south at the large auditorium 
(left) and the corridor to the rest of Building 101 
(right) 

8 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_08.tif Building 101 – view southwest at the large auditorium

9 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_09.tif Building 101 – view east at a plaque in the lobby 
10 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_10.tif Building 101 – view northwest at engravings on a 

wall in the lobby 
11 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_11.tif Building 101 – view northwest at the helical staircase 

in the library 
12 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_12.tif Building 101 – view northeast at the museum 

13 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_13.tif Building 101 – view south along the corridor leading 
to the cafeteria 

14 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_14.tif Building 202 – view northwest at the east elevation 

15 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_15.tif Buildings 202 and 203 – view southeast at the north 
and west elevations 

16 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_16.tif Building 206 – view northwest at the east elevation 

17 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_17.tif Building 206 – view northeast at the south elevation 
18 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_18.tif Building 207 – view southeast at the façade and west 

elevation 
19 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_19.tif Building 208 – view northeast at the façade and west 

elevation 
20 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_20.tif Buildings 215-219 – view southwest at the side facing 

the parking lot adjacent to East Drive; most of 
building 218 in the foreground is underground 

21 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_21.tif Building 220 – view northwest at the façade 
22 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_22.tif Buildings 221 (left), 220 (right background), and 219 
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(right foreground) – view northeast at the south and 
west elevations; most of building 219 is underground 

23 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_23.tif Building 221 – view southeast at the primary entrance 
of the façade 

24 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_24.tif Building 222 – view northwest at the façade 
25 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_25.tif Building 222 – view west at the date stone at the 

façade 
26 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_26.tif Building 222 – view northwest at the south elevation 
27 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_27.tif Building 223 – view southwest at the east elevation, 

along with the corridor to building 101 to its right and 
corridor to building 222 to the left 

28 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_28.tif Building 223 – view southeast at the north elevation 

29 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_29.tif Buildings 225 (left) and 224 (right), and corridor – 
view east 

30 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_30.tif Building 225 – view north at the south elevation 

31 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_31.tif Building 225 – view southwest at the primary 
entrance of the façade 

32 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_32.tif Buildings 225 (left) and 226 (right), and corridor – 
view southwest 

33 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_33.tif Building 226 (left), corridor, building 225 (right), and 
buildings 412 and 413 – view northeast 

34 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_34.tif Building 226 – view northeast at the south elevation 

35 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_35.tif Building 226 – view southeast at the north elevation 
and corridor to building 227 

36 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_36.tif Building 230 – view west at the façade  

37 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_37.tif Building 230 – view southeast at the north and west 
elevations 

38 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_38.tif Building 230 – view west at the primary entrance of 
the façade 

39 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_39.tif  Building 231 – view southeast at the west elevation 

40 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_40.tif Building 233 – view northeast at the façade 

41 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_41.tif Building 233 – view north at the date stone at the 
façade  

42 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_42.tif Building 236 – view northwest at the façade and east 
elevation 

43 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_43.tif Building 236 – view southeast at the north and west 
elevations 

44 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_44.tif Building 236 – view north at the primary entrance at 
the façade 

45 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_45.tif Buildings 237 (left) and 238 (right), and corridor – 
view northwest 
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46 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_46.tif Building 238 – view northeast at the south elevation 
and corridor to building 237 

47 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_47.tif Building 238 – view southwest at the north and east 
elevations 

48 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_48.tif Building 301 – view west at the façade 
49 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_49.tif Building 301 – view southwest at the north elevation 

50 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_50.tif Building 301 – view northeast 

51 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_51.tif Building 302 – view southwest at the north and east 
elevations 

52 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_52.tif Building 302 – detailed view southwest at the east 
elevation 

53 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_53.tif Buildings 303 (foreground) and 420 (background) – 
view northwest at the south and east elevations 

54 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_54.tif Building 304 – view north at the façade 
55 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_55.tif Building 304 – view north at the primary entrance of 

the façade 
56 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_56.tif Corridor between buildings 224 (left) and 304 (right) 

– view east 
57 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_57.tif Buildings 305 (left) and 317 (right) – view southeast 

58 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_58.tif Buildings 306 and 307 – view southeast 

59 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_59.tif Building 308 – view southeast at the façade and west 
elevation 

60 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_60.tif Building 308 – view northwest at the south and east 
elevations 

61 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_61.tif Building 309 – view northwest at the façade 
62 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_62.tif Building 311 – view northwest at the façade 

63 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_63.tif Building 318 – view southwest at the façade and east 
elevation 

64 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_64.tif Building 320 – view southwest at the east and north 
elevations 

65 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_65.tif Building 411 – view southwest at the façade and east 
elevation 

66 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_66.tif Building 423 – view southwest at the façade and east 
elevation 

67 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_67.tif Volleyball court, building 428, and building 301 – 
view northeast 

68 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_68.tif Flagpole – view east 
69 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_69.tif Sundial – view northeast 
70 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_70.tif Newton apple tree – view west 
71 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_71.tif District of Columbia NBS chemical laboratory 

cornerstone – view southeast 
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72 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_72.tif District of Columbia NBS gates and gateposts – view 
southeast 

73 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_73.tif District of Columbia NBS gates and gateposts – view 
south at the plaque on the east pillar 

74 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_74.tif Carbon dioxide tank enclosure between buildings 221 
and 223 – view northeast 

75 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_75.tif Test exposure wall – view northwest at the south 
elevation 

76 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_76.tif Seba Park, Field 1 – view northeast 
77 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_77.tif Seba Park, Field 2 – view southeast 
78 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_78.tif Picnic area – view northwest 
79 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_79.tif Concrete culvert near Quince Orchard Road –view 

north  
80 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_80.tif Concrete culvert nearest Quince Orchard Road –

view west 
81 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_81.tif NIST sign at Bureau Road – view east 

82 M; 20-47_2014-08-22_82.tif NIST sign at W. Diamond Avenue and Quince 
Orchard Road – view east 

83 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_83.tif Parking lot east of building 223 – view northeast 

84 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_84.tif Parking lot northeast of building 227 – view 
northeast 

85 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_85.tif Research Drive at Center Drive – view southwest 
86 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_86.tif South Drive and solar panels– view northeast 
87 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_87.tif North pond at east end of property – view northwest 

from the western end of the pond 
88 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_88.tif South pond at east end of property – view northeast 

from the southern end of the pond 
89 M; 20-47_2014-07-16_89.tif Landscaping – view north from near the test exposure 

wall 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
SHORT FORM FOR INELIGIBLE PROPERTIES

Property Name: 895 Quince Orchard Road

City: Gaithersburg Zip Code: 20878 County: Montgomery

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): P015 Tax Map Number: FS23

Project: Corridor Cities Transitway Bus Rapid Transit Project Agency: Maryland Transit Administration

Agency Prepared By: RK&K, LLP

Date Prepared: 6/19/2014

Inventory Number:

Name of the District/Property:

Architectural Description

The building at 895 Quince Orchard Road in the City of Gaithersburg is a one-and-one-half-story single-family residence in the 
Minimal Traditional style, currently occupied by a storefront business.  According to Maryland tax records, the house was 
constructed in 1948.  It occupies a 0.9-acre parcel on the southeast side of Quince Orchard Road between Interstate 270 and Great 
Seneca Highway.  The house’s asymmetrical façade faces northwest. The dwelling has an irregular plan and includes a wing at the 
southwest end.  The exterior of this frame house is clad with brick and vinyl siding.  The building is sheltered by a moderately 
pitched cross-gabled roof that steps down at the wing.  There are triangular vented openings within the gable peaks, and skylights 
on the façade-side slope of the main house.  One gabled dormer, clad with vinyl siding, is located on each roof slope of the main 
house. Asphalt shingles clad the roofs of the house and dormers. An exterior brick chimney stands between the main house and the 
wing.

The primary entrance is located at the façade.  The double front commercial doors are made of metal and glass and face onto a 
concrete ramp with metal hand rails.  This elevation also has four sets of paired, vinyl double-hung windows with one-over-one 
sashes, including a set located at the wing.  Store signage installed in circa 2007 is located above the windows at the façade gable 
end.  The northeast elevation windows at the first floor have been boarded up.  A boarded up door at the half story above is 
accessed by a wood staircase sheltered by an open gabled roof.  The southwest elevation of the wing and the half story of the main 
house both have a single, vinyl double-hung sash window with one-over-one sashes.  The southeast (rear) elevation has a 
secondary single door entrance accessed by concrete steps, as well as several windows.

The concrete ramp from the front entrance leads to a concrete pad and pedestrian walkway; both connect to a gravel parking area 
with an asphalt driveway.  A street sign installed in circa 2007 advertises the business, while tall trees and a lawn surround the 
house.  Small bushes border the front and southwest sides of the residence.  A small wood shed, with a front gabled roof and 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Gaithersburg

Preparer's Name: Christeen Taniguchi

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: X Eligibility not recommended

Eligible: Listed:

Complete if  the property is a non-contributing resource to a NR district/property:

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo)
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Address: 895 Quince Orchard Road
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Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date

Reviewer, National Register Program Date

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended
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double wood doors, is located behind the house.  The property is located in a suburban setting that includes the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology headquarters to the northeast, another 1948 single-family residence to the southwest, and modern 
residential complexes across the street.  

Significance Evaluation

According to Maryland tax records, the single-family residence at 895 Quince Orchard Road was constructed in 1948 when it was 
owned by John B. Diamond, Jr. and his wife Laure B.  The house was built on the Diamond family farm property called Bellevue, 
established in 1853. Members of the Diamond family have been locally notable in Gaithersburg since the nineteenth century, 
including John who continued in his father, John B. Diamond, Sr.’s footsteps by being active in regional political, business, and 
agricultural affairs.   

The evaluated 0.903 acre parcel was surveyed in 1950 and sold to John L. French and his wife Alice D.  John and Laure Diamond 
were Alice’s parents.  Laure was living with her daughter and her family at this residence in her later years before passing away in 
1971.  Alice died in 1986 and her husband four years later.  This property was sold by their sons in 1993 to Craig D. and Laveda J. 
Dart.  They sold the property in 2005 to Trad LLC, with the property converted into a storefront business.  

This residence was constructed at a time when this area of Gaithersburg was still agricultural.  This small parcel was created out of 
the larger Bellevue farmland as a home for extended family members. However, this does not have an important association with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history, and is not eligible under Criterion A.  The 
property is not associated with the lives of persons significant in the past and therefore is not eligible under Criterion B.  Minimal 
Traditional was a popular revival style from the 1930s to 1950s, particularly during the decade or so after World War II.  This 
residence does not contain enough character-defining features to be considered a true representative of a type, period and method 
of construction.  In addition, it has been altered for commercial use.  The house also does not represent the work of a master; 
possess high artistic value; or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.  
It is not eligible under Criterion C.  The residence was constructed by commonly known techniques, tools and materials, and is 
unlikely to contribute any additional information to our understanding of human history or prehistory, so it is not eligible under 
Criterion D.  Therefore, 895 Quince Orchard Road is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Works Consulted

 The City of Gaithersburg.  Gaithersburg:  History of a City.  Charleston, SC:  Arcadia Publishing, c2002.

 Deed, Diamond to French. Montgomery County, Maryland. Deed Book 1367:  444, dated 13 April 1950, recorded 13 April 1950. 
 Montgomery County Circuit Court (Land Records). Web.  27 January 2014.  <http://www.mdlandrec.net/>.

  Deed, French to Dart. Montgomery County, Maryland. Deed Book 11485:  620, dated 7 May 1993, recorded 28 May 1993. 
 Montgomery County Circuit Court (Land Records). Web.  27 January 2014.  <http://www.mdlandrec.net/>.

“J. B. Diamond Dies; Was County Official,” The Washington Post, 20 January, 1955, p. 16.

“Laure Diamond, 87, of Gaithersburg,” The Washington Post, 14 May, 1971, p. C8.

 "SDAT: Real Property Search:  895 Quince Orchard Road." SDAT: Real Property Search. Maryland Department of Assessments 
and Taxation, n.d. Web. 11 June 2014.
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Photo #1:  View southeast at the façade of the single-family residence 

 

 
Photo #2:  View east at the shed behind the residence 
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Property Name: 899 Quince Orchard Road

City: Gaithersburg Zip Code: 20878 County: Montgomery

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): P067 Tax Map Number: FS23

Project: Corridor Cities Transitway Bus Rapid Transit Project Agency: Maryland Transit Administration

Agency Prepared By: RK&K, LLP

Date Prepared: 6/19/2014

Inventory Number:

Name of the District/Property:

Architectural Description

The building at 899 Quince Orchard Road in the City of Gaithersburg is a two-story single-family residence in the Colonial 
Revival style.  According to Maryland tax records, the house was constructed in 1948.  It occupies a one-acre parcel on the 
southeast side of Quince Orchard Road between Interstate 270 and Great Seneca Highway.  The dwelling has an irregular plan and 
includes a 1 ½-story, two-car garage at the northeast end connected to the house via a one-story wing.  The exterior of the entire 
building is made of painted brick.  The house and wing are sheltered by separate moderately pitched side-gabled roofs, and the 
garage has a moderately pitched front-gabled roof.  All roofs are clad with asphalt shingles.  There are triangular vented openings 
within the gable ends of the house.  An interior brick chimney, with three metal chimney caps, is located off-center at the house’s 
gable peak.

The primary entrance is located at the northeastern-most bay of the house’s asymmetrical, three bay façade that faces northwest.  A 
segmental wood arch with molding and a corbel table, with a patera and half quatrefoil in between, is located above the single, 
paneled wood porch door with four lights.  Fluted pilasters, and metal and glass light fixtures flank either side of the entrance.  The 
porch has a concrete landing and steps.  This elevation also has two identical single windows at first floor, with three on the second
floor that are identical to those below, but shorter.  Each has vinyl eight-over-eight double-hung sashes, brick sills, and fixed wood 
louvered shutters.  The northeast and southwest elevations each have four, multi-light single vinyl sash windows with brick sills. 
The upper portion of the connecting wing’s northeast elevation is made of glass blocks.  The garage has two metal rolling doors at 
its northeast elevation, with a wood, six-over-six double-hung sash window with a brick sill above.  The northeast elevation of the 
garage has two sets of paired, wood double-hung windows with six-over-six sashes with brick sills.  

The concrete landing and step from the front entrance leads to a brick-paved walkway, and asphalt-paved drive-way and parking 
pad.  A black metal fence surrounds the property, with tall trees and a lawn around the house.  Three ancillary buildings are located
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in the backyard.  The property is located in a suburban setting that includes the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
headquarters and another 1948 single-family residence to the northeast, and modern residential complexes across the street.  

Significance Evaluation

899 Quince Orchard Road was constructed in 1948 by Howard M. Miles, Jr. and his wife Eleanor D. on one acre of land they had 
acquired the year before from John B. Diamond, Jr. and his wife Laure T. B.  The land had been surveyed in 1946 from the 
Diamonds’ Bellevue Farm consisted of several hundred acres.  It appears likely Howard and Eleanor Miles lived in the residence.  
Eleanor died in 1969, and her husband twenty years later.  In 1993 their estate sold the property to Joseph J. Gano.  Two years 

 later he sold it to its current owner, Sandra I. Mudrick who lives on the property today.

This residence was constructed at a time when this area of Gaithersburg was still agricultural.  This small parcel was created out of 
the larger Bellevue Farm to construct a single-family residence. This does not have an important association with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history, and is not eligible under Criterion A.  The property is not 
associated with the lives of persons significant in the past and therefore is not eligible under Criterion B.  Colonial Revival 
continued to be a popular revival style during the decades after World War II. This residence does not contain enough character-
defining features to be considered a true representative of a type, period and method of construction.  The house also does not 
represent the work of a master; possess high artistic value; or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction.  It is not eligible under Criterion C.  The residence was constructed by commonly known 
techniques, tools and materials, and is unlikely to contribute any additional information to our understanding of human history or 
prehistory, so it is not eligible under Criterion D.  Therefore, 899 Quince Orchard Road is not eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Works Consulted

  Deed, Diamond to Miles. Montgomery County, Maryland. Deed Book 1098:  17, dated 5 August 1947, recorded 26 April 1950. 
 Montgomery County Circuit Court (Land Records). Web.  27 January 2014.  <http://www.mdlandrec.net/>.

 Deed, Miles to Gano. Montgomery County, Maryland. Deed Book 12370:  55, dated 22 June 1993, recorded 22 June 1993. 
 Montgomery County Circuit Court (Land Records). Web.  27 January 2014.  <http://www.mdlandrec.net/>.

 "SDAT: Real Property Search:  899 Quince Orchard Road." SDAT: Real Property Search. Maryland Department of Assessments 
and Taxation, n.d. Web. 11 June 2014.
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Photo #1:  View south at the façade and northeast elevation of the single-family residence, wing, 

and garage 
 

 
Photo #2:  View south at the three ancillary buildings in the backyard 
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